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*“We've had lots of anonymous tips
over the years,” said Carson Wilson,
a spokesman for the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
‘But we've never really been abl2 to
track any of them down.”

The RCMP, in fa¢t, stumbled onto
the weekend's alleged cockfights by
accident. They had been called to the
front of the farm by neighbours after

two men were fighting in the street. SPCA!nspectorPeterWestoottgoesdoor—to-doorto
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They quickly discovered dozens of aﬂegaﬂonsofeockﬁghﬂnginthennmabyarea mie Globe ai

-people, most of them immigrants
from the Philippines, where cock-
fighting is a big sport, at the back of
the farm around a ring where the
RCMP believes the fighting took
place.

Seventy-two prize gamecocks,
which can sell for hundreds of dol-
lars each, were put down by the
SPCA, as required by law. It was the
biggestsuchraxdinBC history.

‘When you get 39  people arrested

| for cockfighting in one vlace, it's safe

tosaytheresmomoftmsgomgon.
Mr. Wilson said. “I'd be inclined to
think this is not an isolated case.
There have to be more of these cock-
fights taking place.”-
OneoftheWestCoastsexpenson

cockﬂghﬁng is much more prevalent

in British Columbia than people
“1 would honestly say that you've -
got a couple of dozen cockfights of
various sizes going on every week- -
end,” said Diane Jessup, an animal-
control r in Washington State,
where- have- been problems
wl eoekﬁghtmg “And you are
probably_gOINg 10 See wore of it as-
you get more immigration.
Cockfighting is a very popular sport
in places -like the Philippines and

many inpnigrants bring it with L —————

The history

Cockfighting was popular in
«ancient times in India, Persia and -
other eastern countries and was
introduced into Greece around 600
BC. The sport then spread
throughout Asia Minor and Sicily.
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