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Rermar ks by Commi ssi oner Oppal

Vancouver, B.C.

April 2, 2012

( PROCEEDI NGS RECONVENED AT 9: 30 A . M.)
THE REA STRAR. Order. The hearing is now resuned.
THE COW SSI ONER: Good norning. | want to take a nonent

before we begin to wel cone new counsel, Suzette
Nar bonne and El i zabeth Hunt, to the conm ssion of
i nquiry.

Ms. Narbonne and Ms. Hunt have been appoi nted
to present issues related to aboriginal interests.
Ms. Narbonne and Ms. Hunt are experienced | awers.
| am confident they will bring great value to this
process.

Ms. Narbonne started her |egal career nore
than 20 years ago as a staff lawer with Legal Ad
in The Pas, Manitoba. She then spent 16 years
working in Prince Rupert. From 2003 to 2009 she
served as a governor of the Law Foundati on of
British Colunbia. She also served on a range of
commttees during her terns: Child Wlfare,
Funding Strategies, New Gants, New Initiatives,
and was chair of Special Needs Fund. She served
as a bencher of the Law Society of British
Col unbi a from Septenber 2009 to Decenber 2011.

She was appointed to the board of the Legal
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Services Society in May 2011

Ms. Hunt is a lawer and a nenber of the
Kwaki utl Nation. Her practice includes aboriginal
|l aw, specifically treaty negotiations, residential
school clains, corporate and commrerci al,
intellectual property, wills and estates as it
relates to aboriginal interests. She has been a
sessional professor at Thonpson Rivers University
and University of Victoria. M. Hunt has a |ong
hi story of volunteerismwth children and youth in
the community. She is a nenber of the Equity and
Diversity Conmttee of the Law Society of British
Col unbi a.

Ms. Hunt was called to the bar in British
Colunmbia in 1995 and started her |egal career as
an associate with the law firm of Mandel |l Pi nder,
which is a well-known law firmthat deals with
aboriginal interests and aboriginal |and clains.
She al so was associated with the firm of Cook
Roberts in Victoria. She has been a sole
practitioner for the past several years.

Ms. Narbonne and Ms. Hunt have taken on an
inmportant role here, arole | believe that is
crucial to this process.

| am aware that this conmm ssion has recei ved
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some criticism because we have appoi nt ed

i ndependent counsel to present issues related to
aboriginal interests. | want to take a nonent to
speak to this. First off, I want to be clear, |
have a great deal of respect for our critics. |
appreci ate the feedback they give to us, and |
take that seriously.

| understand that there are many issues that
t he aboriginal conmmunity and other communities
would like us to deal with during this inquiry.
They are not wong. There is nmuch that needs to
be done.

The challenge we face in this inquiry is that
many of the issues that have been raised do not
fall under the mandate of this comm ssion. |
understand the frustration surrounding this. | am
al so aware that there is strong criticismthat we
have put too much focus on aspects related to the
police. This has nmade many peopl e upset and
angry. | understand that. As nuch as | w sh we
coul d, the conm ssion cannot acconplish everything
t hat people want us to do or need us to do.

It is inmportant to remenber that at its core
this inquiry is about policing. That doesn't nean

that other issues and ot her concerns that have
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been raised are not inportant or that they should
not be investigated or addressed. It only neans
that in the context of our mandate we are not able
to do so through this inquiry. | amsorry for the
anger, frustration, and bitterness that this has
caused.

Many groups have told us that we need to deal
wi th other issues, such as colonization, the
issues relating to poverty. Those are very valid
i ssues and very valid concerns. However, we have
a specific mandate, and we are bound by that
mandate. As | said a nonent ago, this is an
i nqui ry about policing, which includes in our
ternms of reference a focus on what police did in
the Lower Mainland in particular relating to
conpl ai nts about m ssing wonen, how did the police
handl e the conpl aints about m ssing wonen
t hr oughout the province.

This is an issue that's captivated ot her
police forces across the country. This is a
national issue. W know that other police forces
across the country are looking to this conm ssion
of inquiry for advice as to how this vexing issue
of investigating m ssing wonen ought to be

handl ed.
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So, as well, the ternms of reference of our
inquiry mandate us to exam ne the issues relating
to regional policing. How are police dealing with
the issues of sharing information? And | want to
rem nd you that while we are not able to do a | ot
of the things and a lot of the issues that many
menbers of the public and many people who have
come before our inquiry want us to do, we know and
we are mndful of how inportant those issues are,
but I do want to remnd you that what we're doing
here is a strong start, and the commssion is
commtted to doing the best job possible.

W are here to investigate the tragic | oss of
life, to understand how and why a serial killer
was able to prey on our nost vul nerable wonen for
an extended period of time w thout being caught.
W, and everyone involved in this inquiry, are
charged with an inportant and highly enotional
task to di scover what happened and why. W nust
put forward effective recommendati ons that wll
make positive change so such a tragedy can never
happen again. This is not an easy job for anyone
involved with this inquiry. W know that. It
touches our |lives beyond what we experience in

this room It follows us wherever we go. It
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inpacts us in many ways we nay not even realize,
and | doubt it will ever totally |eave us. The
responsibility of what we have taken on here sits
heavily on ny shoulders, as | amsure it does for
every person who is a part of this process.

Every day | conme into this courtroomwth the
hope that the groups that have w thdrawn their
participation will reconsider. No one would
di sagree that this process needs, in fact demands,
representations of the famlies of the m ssing and
nmur der ed wonen, many of whom are aboriginal, the
aboriginal comunity, the conunities of the
Downt own Eastside and the extrenely vul nerabl e
wonen that continue to be victimzed today.

| have heard the concerns of the people and
t he groups that have wthdrawn, and | respect
their positions. However, | want to take a nonent
here to say that | strongly believe that the
actions of withdrawing fromthis inquiry is, with
respect, counterproductive. Each group that has
wi t hdrawn has an inportant role here, and by
choosing not to participate you are, in fact,
silencing your own voice in the process. Your
voi ces are at the heart and soul of our

communi ties, and your voices will bring positive
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change. Your voices will help guide us along the
path to a better future, a safer future for our
nmost vul nerable citizens. The door's always open
to any group or person that would like to
reconsi der their decisions.

| believe that we all share one inportant
goal. W want this comm ssion to produce a report
that will make a difference. That is the reason
why Ms. Narbonne and Ms. Hunt have been appoi nt ed.
W need issues related to aboriginal interests
presented by independent counsel, co-counsel in
this case.

| spend a great deal of tine thinking about
what we as a comm ssion can do better, how we can
|l earn fromthe feedback, how we can inprove as we
nmove through the process.

This inquiry has had many challenges. It has
becone a lightning rod attracting strong criticism
bearing the weight of the anger and frustration of
many people who feel that they have been | et down
by the police, by governnent, and by this
comm ssion. This has created tension between many
st akehol ders and this comm ssion, and that is
regrettable. Al of this anger and frustration

takes focus and energy away fromthe inportant
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obj ective of producing a report that wll save
lives.

| believe that no matter what our differences
of opinion are, we are all focused on this one
i nportant objective - saving the lives of
vul ner abl e women who are at extrene ri sk.

As a comm ssion we are noving forward with
what we have been nandated to do. W have spent a
great deal of tinme listening to the concerns of
many people in communities throughout British
Col unbia. W have been to Prince Rupert, Prince
George, Terrace, Smthers, Mricetown, G tanyow,
Hazel ton and heard the concerns of many abori gi nal
people at community foruns. There have been
consultations in the Downtown Eastside. The
one-on-one interviews we have done, the individual
testi nony, the panels that we have heard and are
currently hearing, and our upcom ng public foruns
all provide inportant information that wll
produce a strong report. W continue to listen.

To date, we have heard from 32 w t nesses
here, we have had 64 days of testinony, and we
have devel oped and rel eased ei ght study reports.
W have approximately 20 nore days of testinony,

pl us closing subm ssions to hear, three additional
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study reports to be rel eased, and seven wor kshops
and public foruns to hold. There is still a great
deal to do over the next nonths before the final
report is produced. W are focused on devel opi ng
a report with solid recormendations that will be
effective in saving |ives.

It is ny hope that we can nake a shift,
starting today, in how we nove forward together.
" m not asking our critics to quiet their voices.
| "' m not asking the groups that have withdrawn to
go against their principles. | respect every
opi ni on that has been voiced. Those are valid
concerns, they're valid opinions, and | listen to
them | just want to nmake sure that we don't
allow our differences to becone a roadblock to
doi ng sonet hing of value, to producing a report
that will make a difference.

Today | ask that everyone involved take a
nonent to ook at this process from an inportant
perspective. | ask you to think about what we are
trying to achieve here and to clear your vision
and your criticismfor a nonent. Look at what can
be done instead of what is not being done. See it
t hrough the eyes of one person, as a sister,

brot her, nother, father, daughter, son or a friend
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of soneone who has been or could be at risk. View
what can be done instead of what you feel isn't
bei ng done. Look at it fromthe point of view of
sonmeone who can help save lives in the future by
doing sonething even if it feels like it isn't
enough.

| realize there are things that we could have
done differently. | think it's inportant to
becone better every day and to learn from what has
been done.

W are here because we are commtted to
maki ng a positive change. | believe that every
person here, every person that has shared their
voice in criticismand in support, every person
that has spoken up and spoken out, conmes here with
the sane goal: to nmake a positive change.

We cannot let the WIllie Picktons of the
worl d triunph because we get caught up in how
t hings should be and aren't. W can't |et
politics, bureaucracy, anger or frustration with a
process or any other issues be our driving force.
W nust | ook to our hearts and deci de as human
beings that we will not let evil triunph. W wll
do sonething to stop it.

| know this process is not perfect, but it is

10
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a start. | believe that together we can nmake an
inmportant difference. W can help save I|ives.
Everyone invol ved wants to know what went wong so
we can nmake sure that it never happens again, so

t hat anot her nonster cannot prey upon vul nerabl e
worren. W want to nmake sure that what Wllie

Pi ckton did does not and cannot happen agai n.

" masking you to contribute to this process
in whatever way you feel is of value. |If that is
as a critic, we welcone your feedback. If it is
to attend the hearings or the public foruns, tel
us your story, it is inmportant. If it is to send
an e-mail, tell nme what you believe needs to be
done to help our nost vul nerable people, that is
needed, very much needed. Al | ask is that you
do sonet hing, because that is how we will triunph
over evil.

| want to | eave you with a quote because it
is one that | believe speaks to the heart of this
process. It is attributable to Margaret Mead
wherein she stated, "Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, commtted citizens can change
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever
has. "

Toget her we can make a huge difference to the

11
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lives of vul nerable wonen at extrene risk. Let us
hope that those wonen who have died, those wonen
who have gone m ssing, that their nenories and
their deaths have not been in vain. | hope that
everyone there in this courtroom in this city, in
this province and there are peopl e, nothers,
fathers, sisters, brothers, sons and daughters,
who believe this too, because together we form
that small group, that one that can and wl|
change the worl d.

Thank you for listening. Yes, M. Brooks.
M. Comm ssioner, |'ll introduce today's panel to

you. In front of youis M. Mrris Bates.

THE COMM SSI ONER:  Yes. Thank you.

M5. BROCKS:

And he was, anong many other things, a victim
service support worker with the Vancouver Police
Native Liaison Society for 10 years and during
your terns of reference. And beside himis M.
Freda Ens, and she was the director of the
Vancouver Police Native Liaison Society as well as
a victimservice wirker. Again, she worked there
during your terns of reference. Later this
norning we'll also be asking Detective Constable
Jay Johns to join the panel, and he worked at the

Nati ve Liaison Unit in the Vancouver Police, and

12
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he was assigned to work with the Native Liaison
Society. And you'll also hear from Detective
Const abl e George Lawson, who played a simlar role

as Detective Jay Johns.

THE COW SSIONER: All right. Thank you.

M5. BROCKS:

There's a brief of docunents I'd |ike to mark as
the next exhibit NR, please. It should be before
you entitled Panel - Vancouver Police & Native

Li ai son Soci ety.

THE REG STRAR: That will be marked as Exhibit No. 118NR

M5. BROCKS:

(EXH BIT 118NR:  Binder entitled Panel - Vancouver
Police & Native Liaison Society)

And for the benefit of the panel nenbers and
yoursel f, M. Comm ssioner, |I'll just give a road
map of where | intend to go today. So M. Bates
and Ms. Ens, |I'll be asking you some questions
about your background so we can learn a bit about
who you are and what kinds of things you have done
inyour life. Then I'lIl be asking you some
guestions about the relationship between
abori gi nal people and the police generally, what
your experience has been, what you've heard, what
you understand about that relationship. 1'Il also
ask you questions about what it's like in the

Downt own Eastside, what life is |like there. And

13
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then, of course, we'll be discussing your work at
t he Vancouver Police Native Liaison Society,
tal ki ng about what that society did and why that
society was inportant, and then, getting to the
heart of the matter, the role that the society
pl ayed in the m ssing wonen investigations and
specifically what you did and sone of the events
that occurred during that tinme period. And then,
M . Comm ssioner, when Detective Jay Johns and
CGeorge Lawson join us we'll be hearing about the
Native Liaison Unit and what their role was and
al so any information they have about the m ssing
wonen investigations. And then we'll ask all the
panel menbers for their advice and feedback on
reconmendat i ons and ways that police can
i nvestigate these conplaints into m ssing wonen
better.

So |l think, M. Gles, if you could

adm ni ster the oath, please.

THE REA STRAR.  Good norning. Wuld you just turn on your

m cr ophones, please. Thank you.
FREDA ENS: Affirnmed
MORRI S BATES: Affirned

THE REA STRAR.  Thank you. Wuld you state your nane, please?

Freda Ens.

14
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

REG STRAR  And your nane, sir?
BATES: Mrris Bates.
REG STRAR.  Thank you. Counsel .

EXAM NATION IN CH EF BY Ms. BROCKS:

IVB.

5 5

5 &

THE

BROOKS: So turning then to your backgrounds, M. Ens, |'Il
start with you, and I do want to just preface this
by saying that | know that sonme of the things
we're going to be tal king about today are
difficult and they're enotional, and so to the
extent to which | can do anything, | ask that you
tell me, and if you need breaks or Kl eenex or
anything like that, then of course all of that
will be provided to you. So, Ms. Ens, you were
born in 19577

ENS:  Yes.

BROOKS: And what are you currently doing?

ENS: |'ma case worker with Victim Services in the Cine
Prevention Di vision.

BROOKS: Are you working wth Project Evenhanded?

ENS: | still continue.

( REPORTER | NTERJECTS)

BROOKS: | think the mke actually can nove a bit closer to
you.

REG STRAR.  Sorry, |'ll just put an extension.

ENS: As far as Project Evenhanded, | am-- | do stil

15
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continue to send out letters, for exanple, on
behal f of the comm ssion to invite famly nenbers,
information, etcetera, that goes to famlies. |I'm
still a contact person if some of the famly
menbers have questions or concerns, if there's
things that they need to know about, crine victim
assi stance, those kinds of things.

BROOKS: And as | nentioned in ny introductory remarks, you
were a director of the Vancouver Police Native
Li ai son Soci ety?

ENS: Yes.

BROOKS: And when did you first start working there?

ENS: Novenber of 1991 | was hired on as a victim support
wor ker, and March of 1994 | becane the director.

BROOKS: And you were with the society until it closed in
20037

ENS: Yes. Until they fired ne.

BROOKS: Okay. Well, let's just talk a bit about your
background. Where did you grow up?

ENS: | grew up in Masset, Queen Charlotte |Islands, also
known as Haida Gnaii .

BROOKS: And what band are you affiliated with?

ENS: I'mregistered wth the Hai da Band.
BROOKS: And | want to talk about -- a bit about your
chi | dhood.

16
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MB. ENS: Yes.

M5. BROCKS:
M5. ENS: Wl
M5. BROCKS:

And, again, | know that you are a survivor of
abuse and that your childhood is extrenely -- was
extrenely traumatic, and so the extent to which
you want to share, and | know we tal ked about this
when we net, and you told nme that you're
confortabl e sharing your story and feel that it's
inportant in terns of us understandi ng your
personal experience with the police and the
justice systemand al so because it infornms in such
a powerful way why you becane a victim service
support worker and how you interact with your
clients and how you're an advocate for

mar gi nal i zed wonen, so with that can you tell us
about -- a bit about your childhood? | know you
were adopted. How did that conme about ?

I, fromwhat | was told as young as | can
remenber, | was told that ny -- | refer to him as
ny grandfather, and | refer to himas ny
grandf at her because it was his daughter that
raised me and -- but | was originally given to
him and the story | was always told as | was
growi ng up was that they were out fishing and

t hey --

Who was out fishing, your birth nother or --

17
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M5. ENS: No, ny grandfather and several people from our

community. And they had gone into Prince Rupert
to -- for a bit of a break fromfishing, and while
they were there they were cel ebrating ny
grandfather's birthday, and while they were in the
bar in Prince Rupert and -- they -- there was a
worman in the bar that heard they were cel ebrating
the -- his birthday, and she asked when his
bi rt hday was, and when he told her, she said that,
because ny birthday was the sane day as his, that
i f he bought her another drink that she had a
bi rthday present for him

And so what | was told was that after they
left the bar and they went to the room and he --
there were a few of themthat -- to ny
under st andi ng that had gone up to the room And
he always told ne that when he saw ne it was one
of those old iron cribs, and | think the mattress
was like a plastic thing, but that I was in the
bed and I didn't have any bl ankets, and | guess |
was -- what's the word -- enaciated, and | was
full of sores. And he | ooked around for a bottle
or sonething because | was crying, but the bottle,
| guess, that | had was broken, so he found a beer

bottle and put the nipple over a beer bottle. So

18
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that was ny bottle. And so he just put water in
there. And then he wapped ne in a towel he found
and took ne with him and then he said when he got
back to Masset with nme ny grandnother |ooked at ne
and told him "Take her back. Take her back.
She's going to die,"” and he didn't want to take ne
back because of the condition he had taken ne
from so what he did was he took ne and gave ne to
one of his daughters, and that was who raised ne.
And | was the ol dest of seven -- of ten, seven
girls, three boys, growing up in ny adopted
famly, and later on | was the oldest of six in ny
foster famly, two girls, four boys.

So when he gave ne to ny nom she always told
me as | was grow ng up, and I was the ol dest of
ten, that | was given to her to be a maid, or a
sl ave she always said, because her daughters were
Hai da princesses. And I'mnot telling you that to
be di srespectful or anything because |I'mvery
close to ny sisters and brothers.

And as we were being raised and as young
back -- as far back as | can renmenber -- | think |
was still in diapers fromwhen | renenber the
touchings and the nol esting that happened. As |

grew ol der -- and you have to understand ny

19
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M5. BROCKS:
MB. ENS: No,

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

parents were the product of residential schools.
They had both gone to residential school in
Ednonton, Al berta. And, actually, so had ny
foster parents. So they were residential schoo
survivors, and the inpact the residential schools
that -- had on them | never understood a | ot of
it until later on as | was an adult.

Did you go to residential school ?

but I went to the Indian day school on reserve,
whi ch was al nost as bad. But with -- as | was
growi ng up, ny nom she was the one that was the
-- nore of the physical, verbal, nental abuse.

And | have forgiven ny nom because what they nust
have gone through as children being taken away not
only fromyour community, but also fromyour own
province and taken far, far away to a place that
is foreign, and after you grow up in a place where
you can run and play and whatever, and that
everything you know is dirty and bad and w ong.

So when ny nomas | was growing up would tell ne
that, "You're nothing. You' re nobody. You're --
you'l |l never be anything," she was just repeating,
"' msure, what she had been told through the
residential school system

And so the abuse that happened when | was

20
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growing up and with ny dad and ny nom it was

real ly crazy maki ng when you think of what was
happening in our famly and being the ol dest, and
| was constantly being rem nded that | didn't

bel ong. So the physical beatings were one thing,
but | renmenber when ny cousin and | would get into
a fight ny nomwould always get nad at ne if |
tried to fight back or defend nyself, and
basically growing up I was basically nade to fee
like I had no rights.

And again | want to say it's not that I'm--
| want to be disrespectful towards ny nmom or ny
dad even or ny grandparents, but | think you need
to understand the inpact of what the residential
school had.

So ny nmom woul d ask nme when | was just a
little girl sonetinmes if ny dad was touching me or
what, and if | said no, she would grab ny face or
pull ny hair or whatever and want ne to tell her,
but then if | said, "Yes, he's touching nme," then
t he beatings were even worse. And then | got to
be told that | was a liar, | was a troubl emaker.

And for nme growing up | think ny high -- ny
hi ghli ght of ny chil dhood was ny brothers and ny

si sters because we were very close and we really

21
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| oved each other, but also | think you need to
under st and when sonebody's been a victimand
sonebody else is a witness to that victimzation,
whether it's seeing it or just hearing it, they
becone traumatized as well, and they becone
secondary victins, and in sone of the
conversations with ny sisters and brothers the
hardest thing for them was what they w tnessed.
Just the sane for nme. | had an aunt that was al so
adopted, sane as | was, and ny grandparents raised
her, and | renmenber her beatings and her just
constantly being berated, and | renenber how that
felt for ne.

So for ne growing up in that feeling like |
had no rights, feeling that | had -- | couldn't
defend nyself, | couldn't speak for nyself, and as
t he abuse got nore serious | did run away at age
14 and ran to live with ny foster parents,
actually, who lived on the sane reserve,

ironically, but at that tine, because | was nade

to feel like I was just a troublemaker and a l|iar
and all of that, | couldn't really disclose the
sexual abuse. | tal ked about the physical abuse,

but even that was downpl ayed, and | was nade to

return home. And later on | did go to live with
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ny foster parents when they went to Bible schoo
in Seattle, and at that tine ny nomtook the step
to leave ny dad and fled to Vancouver. And | went
tolive wth ny foster parents in Seattle for a
coupl e years.

One of the things | think that people need to
know and understand is that many tinmes as victins
and you |l ose -- you | ose your self-confidence, you
| ose your dignity and self-respect and all of
that, and, yes, | felt all the tine | was grow ng
up this was happeni ng because | didn't bel ong,
this was happeni ng because | was just adopted.

So in the winter of 1979, after | had been
married for alittle while, one of ny sisters
di sclosed to ne that ny dad was al so nol esting
her, and | renenber the shock and just feeling
like it was ny fault, that if | would have done
nore or said nore, but | always thought that
because | was adopted that was why it happened.
didn't belong. | never really thought that that
woul d be happening to them because they were --
those were their nomand dad. And | used to tel
nmyself as a kid growing up this wouldn't be
happening if this was ny real nother and ny rea

father, this wouldn't be happening, so when ny
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sister disclosed to ne that that was happening, |
felt such guilt, but | also felt that sonething
needed to happen, and then another sister
disclosed to ne, and | really felt that sonething
needed to happen that -- but not out of a sense of
revenge, nore out of a sense that | had heard that
this had gone on for a long tinme and that there
were other victins as well, and so | did try and
make a police report originally, and not know ng
and not understandi ng how the system works and

t hi nki ng that when you told the police officer
sonmething that they took it and they went away and
dealt with it and you woul d hear back, and I

didn't understand that there was a process where
the police would take the report and then it would
go to Crown and then if Crown deci ded there was
enough evidence it would go on.

So | think, | believe it was around 1980, '81
that | first made a police report, and -- but you
have to understand ny sisters and ny brothers both
at that time, when they first disclosed, didn't
feel strong enough to make a -- cone forward and
make any report or anything. And then | had heard
that dad was |living in Vancouver here. He was

al so baby- sitting for ny nieces and that,
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nephews, and that really concerned ne because they
were children. And also | had heard that dad was
also offering to baby-sit for people welfare night
at the Carnegie Centre, and for me that -- that
was |ike red fl ags.

So | started checking on ny first police
report to find out where it was at, what had
happened, and found nothing. So at that tine |
went to see the ROWP in Prince George. M
ex-husband and I were living in Prince George at
the time. So | went to see the police there, and
the police officer that took ny report, Corpora
Don Fraser at that time, he was really, really
awesone. He was very respectful. He was so --
which was quite different fromthe first officer
that | had dealt with, because the first officer |
had dealt with, it felt like he didn't want to
touch me with a 10-foot pole, like what | had
m ght rub off. So Don Fraser said to ne, "This
time, Freda, this tinme we'll get it through."

And at that time | had to contact ny sisters
and other famly nenbers to see if they would al so
be wlling to speak to the police if they had been
victimzed. M sisters, a couple of themwere

quite angry with ne for doing that and goi ng
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forward because they were just trying to get on
wth their lives, and | felt that because there
were other children at risk we needed to | ook at
t hat .

And long story short, it did go to trial in
Vancouver here. They actually flew the Cown down
fromPrince Rupert to deal with our case. But
before it got to that point, again after -- even
after Don Fraser took the report there was a
really long lapse in tinme, and then one day | got
a phone call fromny -- from sonebody from Burnaby
RCWP, actually, saying that they had -- that ny
dad was appearing for subm ssions in Masset and
that he woul d appear later for sentencing. And |
t hought, wow, you know, that's great, and | hadn't
-- didn't even know that was happeni ng, not
know ng how the court system worked. Then | got a
call fromny sister-in-law saying that they had
gotten the sane call to ny brother, and she said,
"But | don't understand. They're saying he
appeared in Masset, but | just left hima half
hour ago at the Carnegie Centre." And so |
started calling to find out what was goi ng on and
found out that it wasn't even our dad, that it was

an uncl e who had been charged with the sane thing.
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And so | started asking again about ny dad's file,
dad' s case, found out that again it kind of went
into |inmbo sonewhere.

And right at that tinme I saw sonebody on TV,
and he was tal king about how he took speci al
interest in historical sexual assault cases, which
ours was by that tine, so | called himand spoke
with himafter just seeing himon TV and how, you
know, how he cane across there, and | told himour
story, and he said to ne "Wll, Freda, it's been
15 years. Wy do you want to waste our tine and
taxpayer's dollars?" And | renenber saying, "But
there's no statute of limtations on child
nol esting. "

And so | called Corporal Don Fraser back, and
| told him you know, this is what this person
said to ne, and so he said to ne, "Freda," he
goes, "off the record, if you don't |ike how
sonebody's doing their job, everybody's got a
boss.”" So | said, "Wll, who's his boss," and he
told ne, and | made sone calls, talked to the
Attorney Ceneral's office, the Onbudsman, the MA,
and | got a call fromthis man to neet with him at
his office. It was a | ong weekend, so he wanted

to neet wth ne in his office after the |ong
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weekend by nyself. | asked if at that tine |
could bring ny husband, and he said no, by nyself.
And | renenber going into his office, and he
had a little tape recorder on his desk, and he's
sitting behind his desk, and | renenber going in
there and basically himtelling nme how he didn't
appreciate the call fromhis boss, and -- but for
me it felt at that time like | was fighting for ny
life. | was still having the nightrmares. | was
still -- 1 was having issues in ny marriage which
| knew canme fromny history of the abuse and that.
Pl us, ny ex-husband was al so using those things to
control me, and which happens many tines and very
often with victins when they -- they are isol ated
and they're not allowed to contact famly or
they're not allowed to do different things. And
so that was all kind of a power and control thing,
and at that point I was -- | had just ny daughter
at that time. At one point | renmenber thinking
woul d she be better off w thout nme because |
really believed at that tine that | was pretty
fucked up. Excuse ny |anguage. But it just --
not know ng how to deal with that and not know ng
what -- where to go with all of that, nothing was

happeni ng.
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So after | had talked to the Attorney General
and the QOrbudsman and the M.A all of a sudden
t hi ngs started happening, and our case went to
trial, and ny dad was sentenced to nine years.

And you'd think -- and you'd think after all of
that, when the sentencing cane down and they
started reading all of the consecutive and
concurrent and all of that and that he was being
sentenced, | think the Crown kind of expected we
were going to all junp for joy, but instead we all
kind of gathered in the mddle of the courtroom as
they were taking Dad away, and we just hugged and
we cried, because even though he had been and had
done what he had done, there were still tinmes that
he was a really good father, and he was a good
provider, and |'msure at tinmes he was a good
husband, and it was hard, it was hard to see.

But | think to try and explain sone of that
as an aborigi nal person and understandi ng sone of
our history as aboriginal people, many tines when
we want help, if we want help, we want it for all
of our famly holistically, not just throw ng our
men out with the bath water kind of thing, but
that if we conme -- and that was one of the things

wor king in the Downtown Eastside working with
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victins, was that many tines a woman woul d cone in
with a spousal assault and that she didn't want to
| eave conpletely imedi ately from her

relationship. She wanted to find out what her
options were for help, could he get counselling,
could he take anger managenent, those ki nds of
things, and that's really inportant.

And | think that one of the things | didn't
mention was that with all of the abuse that we've
grown up in our community, ours wasn't the only
famly that was experiencing this kind of issue of
t he viol ence and the abuse and the incest and
that. That was happening -- there were nmany
famlies within our comunities that had
experienced that. And for ne working in the
Downt own Eastsi de and having victins conme into the
office so many tines, her story was ny story and
nmy story was her story or his story, because it
happened even to our nen, and what could we do to
help them | had sisters that ended up in the sex
trade. | had brothers that ended up into
addi ctions and dying and that and their
addictions. And | still have that today.

But one of the things that | think so often

is that we judge severely our -- people in the sex
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trade, but | always think that many of us
prostitute ourselves in different ways. | lived
for many years in a marriage that was very

mental ly, enotionally abusive, not physically, but
it was a roof over ny head and three neals a day,
and | didn't feel | could do any better. | felt
that this was all | deserved and | should be

t hankful for that. But even there, that's not how
it started out, but that's how it ended up.

So working with many of the people that we
worked with in the Downtown Eastside, when they
cane in and they had their issues, it was nore
what can we do to help you to be able to be a
better parent, to be a -- to find the things that
you need to help you to get out of the situation
that you're in. And we had a mandate. Yes, we
had a mandate under Victim Services, but we were
al ways pushing the envel ope and al ways pushi ng,
because if you're dealing wth sonebody that's
left a violent relationship and they have to | eave
their home, they need -- they're so vul nerabl e,
they're so traunmati zed, there's so nmuch going on
in their lives right then at that tine that
they're not thinking straight, they're not -- so

we tried to help themin trying to find stable
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housi ng, seeing if we could get theminto sone of
t he housing progranms, things like that, or if we
could run prograns that would help them So |
t hi nk just having been there and know ng sone of
the things that they were going through and I
think also what -- what it is that they needed
fromus, and sonetines it was just a hug,
sonetines it was just a cup of coffee, sonetines
it was sonebody just to sit with them not even
necessarily do anything, but sit with them

It doesn't sound |ike nmuch, but when I talk
about holistically and | talk about our famlies,
you'd think that because our dad went to jail that
everything was okay for us. It wasn't. It wasn't
okay for us. And one of the things that | really
noticed through all of that was that even though
it was really hard going to court and it was
really hard to sit there like this with ny dad
sitting right there and having to tal k about all
of those things, how hard that was, | could kind
of separate nyself fromit in a sense because that
wasn't really ny dad, but when ny sisters got up
there to talk, it was so traumatic, and | renenber
they had to keep taking breaks in court so that ny

one sister could go and throw up, and then I

32



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

remenber at one point they even asked if all the
men could | eave the courtroom so ny other sister
coul d give her evidence because she couldn't even
talk with other nmen in the courtroom

And | renenber at that tinme | didn't know
anyt hing about, really, Victim Services or what
Victim Services had to offer or anything. | just
knew t hat when we were going through that court
process, and | shared this, when | was up on the
stand and giving ny evidence and you're having to
go and say sone of the nost despicable things and
drag up all of that shit, and I'msitting up
there, and | could hear these two guys sitting
down there tal king about the stock market, and |'m
i ke, you know, wow. And so when it was tine for
nmy sisters and ny cousin, | was outside the
courtroomand I went and asked the sheriff, |
said, "You know, when | was in there," | said,
"these guys were sitting in the front there, and I
could hear them tal king about the stock market as
" mgiving ny evidence," and how di stracting that
is. "lIs there sonething you can do? Like, why
are they even in there, and what do they need to
be in there for?" And so he explained to ne, he

said, you know, you can't keep anybody out of the
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courtroom anybody has a right to be there, but
any decent human being that |ooks at the roster
and sees what it's about, if you ask them nicely,
like, "Do you really need to be there," then if
they don't really need to be there maybe they
won't go in there. So | stood by the door, and I
was doing that as people were going in, and those
two guys cane back, and | said to themtwo that,
you know, explained to themwhen | was up there
that's what | heard. They didn't go in. But |
was -- | was doing that when there was a group of
students going in, and this little police officer,
pol i cewonan cane and got upset with ne for doing
that, said | didn't have a right, and | just
expl ained that how hard it was for ne, and | said,
"But those are ny sisters, and it's devastating
for them it's traumatic for themto do that."
And it was inportant for themto give their
evidence. And |I've seen in our lives that those
of us that were able at the tinme, because
sonetinmes victins aren't able to cone forward and
aren't able to give their evidence, they're not at
t hat place, but those of us that did, we were kind
of able to nove on sonewhat in our |ives, and

those of us that didn't, | see them as ki nd of
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stuck. They can't seemto nove on. And | think
the inportance of the validation that what
happened to us as children was wong, it was a
crinme, that was the thing, | think, that had the
bi ggest inpact on us, was that it was wong, but
at the sane tinme what happened to our parents in
the residential school system and what they went

t hrough and everything they were stripped of, that
was wong, and that if we could |ook at that

t oday.

But there's also the -- there's a process in
there and there's -- even forgiveness is a
process, and | know that when you' ve been a victim
and you're going through that systemand it's all
foreign to you, you don't know what your rights
are, you don't know who you're even allowed to
talk to or give information to or whatever.

That's all really inportant things. And when Dad
went to jail, all we were concerned about, was he
getting some counselling, was he going to go get
sone hel p, was there things that he was going to
need to do for hinself so that hopefully when he
cane out he wouldn't continue to do those kinds of
things and that hopefully that the counselling

woul d hel p.
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And | renenber them asking when we were goi ng
t hrough the whol e court process to describe what
it was like, and the closest thing | could
descri be when he was in that state of -- it was
i ke blank. There was nothing there. It was --
the eyes were open, but there was nothing there,
and you couldn't stop, and it was like a
boogieman. | guess |I'd say it would be |ike the
boogi eman.

And just the kinds of things | think that
victins need to have for thenselves is -- | nean,
| was able to have counselling, | was able to have
sone closure in a sense, but | renenber what
hel ped nme through that was ny co-worker and | went
to a program and we were in this program and it
was called Choices, and we were in this program
and | renmenber sitting, we were all sitting in a
circle, and | renmenber sitting in that circle and
this man wal ked in, and | about fell off ny chair,
and | felt like that little girl again. | felt
like that little child and here cane the
boogi eman, and | renenber sitting there just
shaki ng and | ooki ng at hi m because his nose, his
gl asses, his hairstyle, his height, everything,

| ooked like ny dad, and I was -- | was -- | think
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| was -- | don't know how old | was, 45, and |
remenber that feeling of hel pl essness and j ust
Ii ke being trapped. And as we went through the
five days through Choices and this man, | watched
him every day | watched him and he told his
story, and he told his story of being that little
child, being that little boy sent off to
residential school, being that little boy being
abused and raped, being that little boy that
turned into that angry man. So in a sense he
becane ny surrogate dad in that | was able to
fully understand what residential school had done
and that ny dad had al so been a victim ny nom was
also a victim and that many of our people had
been victins.

BATES: Can we take a break soon? Can | go to the washroom
soon?

BROOKS: You can use the washroom

ENS: D d you want to take a break?

BROOKS: Do you need a break?

BATES: Yeah. | didn't want to be here for question nunber
t wo.

BROOKS: Maybe if we can just take a five-m nute break.

THE COW SSI ONER: Yes. Al right.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 10:41 A M.)
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( PROCEEDI NGS RESUMED AT 10:52 A M.)

THE REG STRAR: Order. The comm ssi oner has decided that this

will be the norning break, so we'll take about
anot her 10 m nutes. Thank you.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 10:53 A M.)

( PROCEEDI NGS RESUMED AT 11:13 A V.)

THE REA STRAR. Order. The hearing is now resuned.

M5. BROOKS: M. Ens, before we took the break you were telling
us about what your experience was like in the
program Choi ces. Can you pick up fromthere?

M5. ENS: Well, as | explained, the gentleman that was there,

and to ne he | ooked everything like ny dad, and
the feelings of powerlessness and feeling like I
was that little child again cane back, but as we
went through the Choices | got to see him and as
he shared his story | was able to kind of relate
his story to what nust have happened both to ny
mom and ny dad in the residential schoo
experience wth the abuse and the -- all of the
things that they lost and the inpact that all had,
so in that way it was sort of a part of the

begi nning of ny healing and ny forgi veness towards
nmy dad and ny nom both, because | think it's
really inmportant to understand that everything is

a process. Forgiveness is a process. And a |ot
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of times when we hold on to all of that it affects
us, it inpacts us, it makes us sick. And as |
went through the Choices program | finished, and
| think it was in May or sonething, and | think it
was that Septenber | was in the Downtown Eastside,
| can't renmenber what | was back down there for,
and I ran into one of ny brothers. He had |ived
for quite a while in the Downtown Eastside
honel ess on the streets there, so when | ran into
him!| asked if we could go for lunch, and he
| ooked at ne really scared, kind of panicked, and
| asked what was wong, and he told nme he was
supposed to be neeting Dad. And Dad had been
sentenced in Septenber of 1989, and this was |ike
2004, and | hadn't seen, hadn't heard, didn't know
where -- what had happened to him so | was a bit
surprised when he said that Dad was in Vancouver.
So | asked him "Can | cone with you," and --
which for nme was a real big thing because it was
ki nd of going back to deal wth sone of the denons
in ny chil dhood.

So we went into the Carnegie Centre, and we
went to the outside part where Dad was sitting,
and for me Dad was still this big boogieman, this

bi g huge nonster, so to ook at himand to see

39



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

when we went out to the courtyard and Dad was
sitting there and him-- he turned around and he

| ooked at me, and | saw the fear in his eyes when
he saw nme, and it was like just -- it was hard to
really explain. And | renenber saying, "Hey,
Dad," and he | ooked so scared, and | asked, "Can |
give you a hug?" And we went for lunch, and they
wal ked nme back to the bus later on, and as we were
| eaving and ny brother gave nme a hug and said, "I
| ove you," and | went to hug Dad, and | was able
to say, "I love you." Dad never said sorry. Dad
never -- in the beginning he denied everything,
and then he pled guilty, but he had never said
sorry to ne, but sonehow I felt that he was
feeling that, and so | had thought that, you know,
this was a new begi nni ng, maybe our famly coul d
somehow wor k through sonme of this because | had
been talking to sone of ny sisters and brothers
and cousins, and they had asked ne several tines,
because there was a |lot of incest and sexual abuse
within our famly and our community, was there a
process, was there a way that we could cone

t oget her and have sone kind of a healing and a
heal i ng cerenony, and so | thought maybe that was

sonmet hing we could do, and so | thought, well,
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maybe | could invite ny brothers and Dad and we
can start out small, but the next call | got was
fromny brother and saying that nobody had seen or
heard fromDad in a while and, you know, could I
find out, check and see. So | called the norgue,
| called the hospitals, and he wasn't anywhere,
but he did show up, and so we didn't need to do a
m ssing persons or anything on him And then the
next call | got was fromny sister-in-law telling
me Dad had died and that he was at the Ceorgia
Roons, on Ceorgia Street anyway, and -- which was
ny brother's room and Dad had died in there and
that the boys wanted ne there right away. So |
took off and I got there, and the coroner was
still there when | got there, and the boys were
outside, and they were just really, really
traumati zed, very upset, and then just |ike that |
went to talk to the coroner to ask himwhen we
could go in and see Dad, and ny sisters started
arriving, and he said, "W can't let you in there
right now W're cleaning himup, and it's not --
it's not good to go in right now, but 1'll let you
know. "

So ny sisters and brothers asked ne when they

got there, "Wien we go in to see Dad" -- and sone
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

of them hadn't seen Dad just |ike since he was
sentenced in 1989. Sone of them had seen hi m and
a couple of the brothers had seen himand one of
ny sisters, but the rest of us hadn't, and --
except ne that one incident, and so when the rest
of nmy sisters and nieces and nephews got there and
t hey asked, "Can we do what we did when we were
kids," and when we were kids every night we used
to gather in a circle and we would all pray, so

t hey asked, "Can we do that when we go in?"

said, "Ckay, no problem W'Il go in." And as we
all started to fill that little roomand we got in
there, one of ny sisters who hadn't seen Dad since
trial and had testified at trial sat dowm at his
head as he was on the floor, and she started to
brush his head, and she said, "It's okay, Dad.
It's okay. | forgive you. You can go now. o to
a better place, Dad." And each one said their

t hi ngs.

Later on | ran into the coroner that was
there, and he said, "You know, Freda," he said,
"I'"ve never tal ked about any of ny cases at hone
to ny wfe, but there was sonethi ng about that
one. | didn't know what was going on in the room

| didn't know -- understand it, but | felt
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In chief by Ms. Brooks

sonmething.” So | explained to himof our history
of the incest and sexual abuse and that many of us
hadn't seen Dad since he was taken away but that
it was inportant for us to cone and for them --
and especially the ones in, like -- when | say
that, for us as aboriginal people, many tines we
want to be holistic and we want sonething for even
t he perpetrator because we want to not carry al
that hatred and bitterness and all of that that
comes with that unforgiveness, and -- and | think
that many tines that's where we get stuck and we
forget and our lives stay in that negativity. So
for me, | think that seeing ny sisters and ny
brothers and us all being able to gather around
our dad as he died, as he laid there dead, to be
able to pray and ask the Creator or God to take

hi m because -- and to forgive and that we forgive,
it freed us, and we don't -- no |onger have to
carry that. And we went through sonewhat the sane
with our nom She's still alive, but -- and nmany
times in working with victins and working with
peopl e that have been so vul nerable and expl oited
and used and all of that, it's amazing to see that
many tinmes they're so willing to forgive and to

nove on, and | think we need to recognize that and
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| ook at that.

| know working with sonme of the famlies and
goi ng through the court system going through the
justice systemwith famlies how inportant it was.
| renmenber one famly in particular, how concerned
they were for the perpetrator's famly, his
children and his wife. And we'd be in court, and
they' d be asking, "Well, what kind of support is
there for then? Wat kind of support?" And I
remenber when we went and did a notification for
one of our famlies on the Pickton file, and we
went to her hone, and there was nyself, Marilyn,
ny co-worker, and two constables, and we were
doi ng many of those notifications, and | renenber
going in and just there was sonething different
when you wal ked in and you felt, and she asked ne,
she said as we -- as she was given the information
and that, and she |ooked at ne and she said,
"Freda," she said, "I know -- | know if | need it
that there's support there for me, there's
counselling. | can get counselling. But what is
there for hin? Wat is there for hin?" And
remenber | felt ny jaw drop, and I'msure we all
kind of felt the sane, that here we've just cone

to tell you that your nother was one of these
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M5. BROCKS:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

victins, but, like, just this amazi ng person and
that she was just concerned even about the
accused, how powerful that was.

One of the things that you've told us is how
inmportant it is to understand the inpact of
residential schools on aboriginal people, and this
is sonething that this comm ssion has heard from
from Gand Chief Edward John in his opening
remarks to the comm ssion, and he stressed how t he
residential school system has deeply inpacted the
relati onship between aborigi nal people and the
police, and he told us that in his comunity the
police were known as "those who take us". Wat
can you tell us about your community's experience
with the police and how they were viewed and

per cei ved?

M5. ENS: Well, | renenber as a child, just ny first ever

encounter with the police that | renenber was them
taking ny one uncle away. And he was sonebody
that -- that was just this gentle, |oving person,
and they took him away, and he ended up in, |

think it was called Essondale or sonething. It
was sone jail down here sonewhere anyway. And he
was sonebody that was a provider, sonebody that

| ooked after his famly and had a famly to | ook
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after, so the inpact of that was -- was very
significant.

And | think the inpact of residential
school s, | know when we would do sonme of our
cultural sensitivity training that we used to
sonmeti nmes be asked to do, one of the ways that we
woul d express it or | would express it is we're
all famly. W're all famly. W're all either
not hers, fathers, grandparents. W're aunties,
we're uncles, brothers or sisters. And just
i magi ne, just imagine what it would be like for
you. Like, you look at your famly and your
ni eces and your nephews that |ook up to you and
you love and that, and | | ook at ny grandchildren
and | think how precious that they are and j ust
what it would be like if sonebody cane in all of a
sudden one day and took all of the children from
your community, they came in and they just grabbed
t hem and took them away and you didn't have the
power to stop that, you didn't have the power
because you would be told that if you did you
would end up in jail yourself. And that's sone of
the -- sone of the inpact that the residential
school systemhad, is the fact that when children

were taken fromtheir communities and taken to the
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residential schools, they were -- the people that
enforced that were the police, the ROW or OPP or
whoever there was. They were the ones that
enforced those children being taken away, and the
famlies had no -- no say in stopping that. So
what would it be like for you as that parent or
aunt or uncle?

In the aboriginal community everybody had a
pl ace. Everybody had -- in our Haida tradition,
in our Haida ways we were very matriarchal, and so
to take -- to take the children -- everybody had a
pl ace. The wonen did the weeding and the teaching
and the different things. The nen did the hunting
and the gathering and the -- all of those things.
And so everybody had their place. Children even
had their place. | renmenber being taken in ny
grandfather's boat. Al of us kids, we'd be taken
out to -- we used to have a fishing | odge out at
where Langara Fishing Lodge is now. W had a
cabin out there, and every summer we woul d be
taken out there and we would go out to -- in the
springtinme and go out and do the seaweed gat hering
and all of the different things. W'd be taken by
our grandnother and taken out to get the spruce

roots and cedar bark and things |ike that, which
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

to us as kids, it was a lot of fun sw nging from
the trees like Tarzan trying to get the bark down.
We all had our places. But to cone and take --
all of a sudden take and all of those kids are
gone, everybody was lost. That inpact. Nobody

had a role. Li ke, there were no children to

teach. There were no -- and the gathering and the
fishing. Wen the whole -- it wasn't just the
residential school. It was the inpact of

coloni zation and the fact that we were no | onger
al l owed of f where they put us in our reserves
without a letter fromthe band, the Indian agent.
You couldn't go off the area that they gave you,
so all of the hunting and the fishing and the

gat hering that our nen had done was no | onger
that. And not only that, where our resources and
that were plentiful along the shores and all of
that, many conmmunities where the resources were,
they got noved out into just barren areas because
they knew that this was a rich area. So one
reserve mght be noved from another and that. So
to kind of understand that a whole way of life was
gone.

And in terns of the abuse that you told us about

that you experienced, were the police ever seen as
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MB. ENS: No,
MB. BROCKS:
M5. ENS: --
MB. BROCKS:
M5. ENS: --

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

a source of protection for you?

because the police were -- and | think -- well,
in all fairness, we're going back 55 years. W're
goi ng back to ny childhood. | nean, | know even
in the work that we did in the Downtown Eastside
in the '90s and even 2000, it was pretty hard for
peopl e to believe and understand the whol e thing
around child nolestation and child abuse and al

of that, so inmagine being a rookie police officer
in sone aboriginal community where you're
stationed there for two years and you cone in and
your first year is just trying to understand the
community and whatever. | know -- | know that as
a child when | saw police officers going through
our community, | didn't feel that | could trust
them or that because ny -- ny thing was them
comng in and taking ny uncle, and | know that for
many of our elders and many of our people in the
community the police represented -- they were the
enforcers, the ones that canme in and took the
children --

D d your --

to --

Sorry.

to go off to residential schools.
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

D d your community have an expression to describe

t he police?

M5. ENS: Not necessarily ny community, but | know that when

M5. BROCKS:

sat for a while on a conmttee with the Canadi an
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police, aboriginal
subcomm ttee, we were | ooking at putting together
a docunment, a cultural sensitivity docunent for
police officers to understand sone of the issues,
and so there were police chiefs from across
Canada, First Nations policing, sone of the
aboriginal communities agencies, and one of the
things -- thing that kept comng up quite often
from aboriginal comunities was when they referred
to the police, which would be RCMP or OPP or

what ever, that they were "the nen with no | egs”
because all you -- all you ever saw themdo in
your community was drive through. They weren't
there to -- to be friends or whatever, it was just
they were there if sonething happened, and they
woul d take whoever away, and that was it.

And in terns of seeing the police as a source of
protection, eventually in the early '80s you do
report to the police the abuse that you

experi enced, and you described for us having a

positive and a negative experience making those
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ENS: |

BROCKS:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

reports. Can you just tell us, the initial report
that you nmade, why that was a negative experience
for you, and then the second report, what made

that a positive experience?

think, in all fairness, going back, and we're

| ooking at the early '80s, there wasn't a | ot of
information or anything out there. | nean, child
nol esting, incest. And so you're |ooking at young
rookie officers in the comunity. Wat -- |
know -- |ike | say, and maybe that wasn't really
fair, but to say it felt like his attitude, it
felt like he didn't want to get close to ne, like
he wouldn't touch ne with a 10-foot pole, | think
it was maybe just a fear of how do you deal with
sonmething like this and is this for real

D d he take your report?

ENS: He took a report. He did take a report.

BROCKS:

ENS: No.

Dd he tell you what steps were going to be taken
after?

No. And that's why | say for ne, you know,
sonebody cones in and takes a report and then you
don't see or hear fromthemfor, you know what,
nmonths or, you know, a long, long tine, you think,
okay, what happened and where is that, right,

and -- but also not understanding that when the
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BROCKS:
ENS: No,
BROCKS:

ENS: At

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

police take a report, at least in BC, that it has
to go through CGrown counsel, and Crown counsel has
to approve whether that's going.
And was that process explained to you?

not -- no.
So how nuch time passed between nmaking the initial

report to when you nade the second report?

least, I'd say, three or four years. And --
because | renmenber that -- and for ne it was
alnmost like -- a comment that was nade was al npst

that |ike we were making this up, that we were
conspiring. That was the word. And | renenber

t hi nking, "But this happened." And, | nean, even
t hrough the court process, when it did go through
the court process and we were in the prelimpart
of it, | renmenber the judge making a comrent
sayi ng because these offences occurred on reserve
and because we were -- we were native and these
of fences occurred on reserve we should be judged
under different laws, and | renenber feeling and
sitting there thinking, like, "Wat the hell. I
mean, the only difference between you and ne and
what happened to nme is you've got noney and |
don't," and that it was also painting all native

people with the sanme paint brush, that all native
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BROCKS:

ENS: -

BROCKS:

BATES:
BROCKS:
BATES:
BROCKS:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

people were --

St ereot ypes?

sex offenders, etcetera. So for ne it was really
inmportant, and that's why, like |I said, going

t hrough the court systemat that tine and not

real ly knowi ng what our rights were or, you know,
that we coul d have sonebody say sonething on our
behal f or whatever | think was a real |earning
thing for ne.

And one of the things we'll discuss is the ways in
whi ch the Vancouver Police Native Liaison Society
tried to break down sone of those obstacles and
barriers and create better access for aboriginal
people in making reports to the police, but 1'd

like nowto ask M. Bates to join us.

That was your second question? Test one, two.

From your entertaining days you' re used to that.

A d habits.

M. Bates, we've heard from M. Ens her story
about how she eventually becane interested in
being a victimservice worker, and you have quite
a different journey that takes you up to your
interest in urbanization of aboriginal youth and
becom ng a victimservice worker. Tell us about

yoursel f. \Were were you born and when were you
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MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

born?
| think | wote a book about it, okay.

Maybe you can sunmari ze sone of the highlights.

Vell, I"mborn right here in Vancouver, Vancouver

Ceneral Hospital, and I'mfrom WIIlians Lake on

t he Shuswap. M/ dad's Haida, so Shuswap Hai da.
Went to -- | didn't go -- we're going to cut to

t he chase on sone of this stuff because we're here
for the mssing wonen. There's nothing really
about nme that's -- you know, | went to school.
graduated from WIIlians Lake Senior Secondary. |
went -- thing was the only thing a little

di fferent about ny upbringing is that in the
1960s, when they did a nmajor scoop on all the kids
going into residential school, ny dad -- actually,
it's ny uncle, he had his -- his first son, his
real son was going to go into Grade 1, and his
second son was just born, and at that tine | was
11 years old, and they were comng to get us, and
so ny dad on that summer -- and we had -- they
woul d scoop us around August to stick us in
school, and ny dad that sumer |eft, and he went
down to -- he went across the line, there's a

pl ace called Oroville, Tonasket, and there's a

little bitty comunity, 253 people there, and it
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was named Loom s, Loom s, Washi ngton, and put us
into school, so I never did experience the
residential school. And | got -- | got there -- |
was in Gade 5 so | went from Gade 5 to Gade 10
inthe United States. | was a Boy Scout. | sang
in the church choir. | was as normal as any kid
can be, you know. And then we got a letter
exactly five years later that said if we didn't
come back to Canada we were no | onger considered

I ndi ans and we woul d not be part of this whole
brand- new experience that you're going to have of

I ndian Iand cl ai s, and they want every Indian to
be on an Indian reserve so they could count you
and say this is what's got to be done. So ny dad,
he said -- he didn't have anything el se except our
heritage, so he got his Buick and we got a U Haul
trailer, put everything in that and went back

to -- back to Sugarcane |Indian Reserve in WIlIlians

Lake, back on the reserve.

Wen | -- when | had left in Gade 5 to go to
the United States, |'d never been in a house that
had a bathroom | never even saw a television

set. So we get down there, we get this house. W
dad is running this ranch, and we got this house,

and it's got two bathroons in the sane house. W
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couldn't believe that. | nmean, | never saw
anything like that. So we had to |eave all that
behind to cone back to Canada to go live on an

I ndi an reserve that didn't even have running water
onit. They had a water tap in the mddle of the
reserve. You used to go down there and you' d put
a bucket under, and that was it for everybody on
that reserve. W had to cone back and live like
that so we can be counted for first -- to be an

I ndian for the treaty things.

Now, this has got nothing really -- | nean, |
led a good life, and I went to -- | went all over
the world. | travelled. | was an entertainer.
mean, | was in Africa when Mandela was still in
jail. So 1'm62 years old. | nean, | was in

Bangkok when they were stringing kids up by their
necks on tel ephone poles when you're driving in.

| performed over there with Ray Charles. So |'ve
been around the world. 1've been in South
America. |1've lived in Las Vegas for 10 years.
Wien | quit that whole stuff and I says | was

com ng back to Vancouver, | was com ng hone, |

was -- | was 42 years old, and | thought, well, I
shoul d do sonmething different inny life. | think

| should -- so | went back, took a course, sone
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
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courses, and | was going into crimnol ogy, and

then | got an offer for a job that says -- not an
offer. | was going to go to crimnology, and then
there was this thing for -- to have a practicum

student down at the Vancouver Police Native
Li ai son Society. | never knew this place even
existed. So | had about three nonths. | got
there right in June and -- June of 1993, and |
found a guy -- the first couple days | was in
there | managed to | ocate a guy that cane into --
he cane in in his bedroom slippers, and | found
this guy, where he was from Took nme the day, and
by four o' clock in the afternoon, five o'clock in
the afternoon | put himin ny car and took him
hone, which was just up at 17th and Main, but he
had Al zheiner's, and he was supposed to wear a
bracel et, but he didn't have the bracelet on. He
just wal ked away.

So one of the guys there, | think it was Mrk
-- Mark and Mark were there. They're the first
|iaison constables that | ran into. One was
wor ki ng. The other one says to ne, "Wuld you
like to have a job here,"” and | says, "Sure," it
was just a sunmer job, and that's what | did, and

| stayed there for 10 years.
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MR. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:
M5. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

So, M. Bates, let me just back up for a nonent.
One of the things that this conm ssion has heard
is about the difficult relationship that exists
bet ween abori gi nal people and the police, and in
particular for aboriginal wonmen who have been
victinms of assault com ng forward and nmaki ng those
kinds of reports is really challenging, and so
this conm ssion has heard that it's a very long
and conplex history that inforns that m strust,

but can you tell us anything about your experience
bei ng on Sugarcane Reserve? And by the way, |
understand that the residential school you nanaged
to escape is one of the nore notorious residential
schools wth Father O Connor being there, and

what - -

Father O Connor's got, like, eight kids. Got a
whol e ness of redheaded kids out in the Chilcotin.
That's Fat her O Connor's work.

And what inpact did you observe that the
residential school had on your community and in
particul ar how they perceived and understood the

police role in that?

See, | didn't -- those formative years that were
between G ade 5 and G ade -- till | was 16, 17
really didn't have any -- because we were in the
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United States, okay, so | don't have an answer.

And | lived a very different life as an
entertainer. | nean, | had a nmanager. | had
peopl e |l ooking after me. | had a casino that they
needed nme to be on stage every night. | lived a
whole different thing. | only actually started

existing in this particular environment is when |
canme back and I went back and | got that job at

t he Vancouver Police Native Liaison. Ckay. |
mean, | ran into sone cops along the way, you
know, RCWP guys, and being the entertainer you get
to be privileged to what's going on, you get to
see, because they're comng to you in the cl ub,
and you becone kind of a different kind of a
person than your -- you've got access to things.
You' ve got people. There's just a lot -- every
night you're in a nightclub. Every night. And I
was in Las Vegas for 10 years. | nean, | tel
people | spent 10 years there, and |I did, but it's
different for nme. | can only really tell you
lived a very good life, and for the kind of
lifestyle that | lived I'"mhere to talk about,
that neans |'ve done it right because |I'm 62 now,
SO -- and | -- ny last 19 years was involved with

the Native Liaison, and this | thought is what
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MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

we're here to talk about. M lifestyle or ne, |

don't know if -- it's not all that relevant. It's
just I -- 1 didn't have any problens with -- |
mean, | was in -- | was in Las Vegas, | was in
Bangkok, | was in Singapore, | was in Kuala
Lunpur, all over the world, and | lived in Las
Vegas, | lived in California, | lived in Anaheirm,

you know, so | wasn't experiencing these kind of

t hi ngs that were happening here, but when | cane
back it was |ike checking back into a tine warp 20
years behi nd what has going on, and | couldn't
bel i eve what was happening in the Downt own
East si de.

Tell us about that. Wat did you see happeni ng

t here?

Jesus. Just sad. It was just -- pick a case. |

don't know. You know, | started seeing the cases
when they -- like, that one case, that one guy, he
cane to that office, and he was from Boot hroyd.

Do you know where Boothroyd is? | |ooked at a
little map. It took ne all day. He -- | said,
"Where you fron?" He says, "Boothroyd." What the
hell is Boothroyd. Apparently turns out there's a
little Indian reserve right by Yale, and that's

where he was from | called the band. Finally I
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M5. BROCKS:

MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

found out, oh, that's a guy with Al zheiner's, and
hi s granddaughter lived right up on 17th and --
17th and Main, right up there where they're
tearing all that place down, and | took him hone.
It felt really good to be able to help.

And the next cases, | nean, | had cases and
cases. | know half of these wonen.
Ckay. Well, why don't we start w th understandi ng
what the role of the Native Liaison Society was.
Tell us about what its objective was. Wat was
t he mandate of the society?

It was called, | guess, to bridge the gap, a matter
of trust. They wanted to have -- historically
native people just don't like to go to cops. You
know, there's not any good rhynme or reason that
you want to see one of these guys. | nean, it's
just -- | had a little boy in the Native Liaison
239 Main Street. This little boy is in there. He
comes in with his dad, and his dad is talking to
me, and his little boy was running, |ike, up the
hal I way type of thing. Al at once one of the
const abl es cane through the door, and he runs in
t here and goes, "Daddy, Daddy, Daddy, Daddy, cops,
cops.” And so we calnmed himdown. It was -- in

fact, it was Detective Jay Johns, and Jay was --
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

the little boy, he's only this little, and he was,
like, totally terrified of the police. So Jay
canme al ong, sat down and took his cap, police cap
and put it on the little boy's head. You know

what - -

THE COW SSIONER: M. Bates, why was a Native Liaison Society

MR. BATES:

M5. BROCKS:

f or med?

They wanted -- because natives were not going --

there was too many cases that were just slipping
t hrough the cracks. They wouldn't go. They just
woul dn't go into -- | nean, you couldn't -- it's
hard to stop a cop or get anybody. The whol e
production of how that whol e system was done, you
couldn't get that. Once you had a police -- the
Native Liaison was so inportant that you could
wal k through that door and you wouldn't be
arrested, and you could cone in there and say,
"Look, there's a sexual assault going on," or
there's -- you had a contact that was there, just
i ke the Chinese storefront that was there for a
whi | e.

And was it established by the police?

THE COW SSI ONER:  Wien was it established?

MR. BATES:

The storefront?

THE COMM SSI ONER:  No, no, the Native Liaison Society.
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

BATES: The Native Liaison.

ENS: | believe there was a group of agencies and
aboriginal community nenbers that lived in
Vancouver - -

COW SSI ONER: Yes.

ENS: -- had in 1998 -- or 1988 had started a commttee to
| ook at the issues of the aboriginal people
falling through the cracks and what coul d happen,
and so in April, | believe it was, of 1991 is when

Vancouver Police & Native Liaison Society opened

its doors.
COW SSIONER: | see. How many nenbers are there?
ENS: At that tine there were -- | believe it started out

with one officer and then added another one.

BATES: As | understand it, Richard Vedan was the driving
force behind the Native Liaison, if | renmenber
correctly.

ENS: | believe --

BATES: Yes. And it was a pilot project for the federal
governnent, provincial governnment, and the
muni ci pal governnent. It was a three-year pilot
project, and after three years --

COW SSI ONER: So the objective was to have a better
rel ati onship between --

BATES: Yes.
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THE COM SSIONER:  -- the aboriginal community and the police?
MR. BATES:. Yes.
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MR. BATES:

MR. BATES:

THE COMM SSI ONER: R ght .

Because they were not -- a lot of -- a lot of
nati ve wonen and guys -- a lot of native wonen, if
you -- if a police officer showed up and you had

kids and you reported a spousal assault, Socia
Services would be there before you could say Jack
Jans tw ce, and your kids are gone. They're gone.
So they won't report them because as soon as you
report them the cops show up. The cops show up,
they report it, then you can't get your kids back.
And if Social Services get a hold of your kids,
God bl ess your heart because you're not going to
see themagain for -- even if you do all the
hoops, hoopla that they want you to do, you' ve got
to go to anger mmnagenent, you've got -- you've
got to do this, you know, the kids -- by the tine

you get them you won't recogni ze them anynore.

THE COW SSIONER:  So the fact that the mnistry was seizing

young aboriginal children --

Vel |, yeah.
THE COMM SSI ONER:  -- caused a conflict with the police as well

because the police were doing the seizing; is that

correct?

64



F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

MR. BATES: Well, no, they didn't want to report them because
if they reported it you got -- like, the police
woul d show up.

THE COMM SSI ONER: | see.

MR. BATES: And then you didn't -- as soon as the police showed
up, then the kids were there, social workers and
Soci al Services got involved, the kids are gone,
so she's not reporting because --

M5. BROOKS: It opens a bunch of other doors.

MR. BATES:. Take the beating and don't report it or else report
it and |l ose your kids. That's how the system was
set up to do. And if you try to get them back, it
will take you a year. And they -- they weren't
reporting it, so the tinme franme, |like, on these
wonen, the tinme frame that they went m ssing and
to get theminto the police, we're talking --
we're talking -- took one girl here, took ne nine
years to get her to be |isted as m ssing.

M5. BROOKS: Wio are you referring to?

THE COMM SSI ONER:  How often did you deal with the issue of

MR. BATES:

m ssing wonen with the -- as far as the Liaison
Soci ety's concerned?

Ch, geez. Wll, it's areal lot to find soneone,
but it's quite a process to get themlisted, to

get themupstairs. | nmean, it was just so hard to
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MR. BATES:

MR. BATES:

MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

get an instant report taken.

THE COMM SSI ONER:  So what was the response of the police when

you reported soneone m ssing?

Vll, you couldn't -- you've got to get it reported

to sonebody in M ssing Persons.

THE COW SSI ONER: Someone?

Sonmebody in M ssing Persons has got to take the

report. You' ve got to have sonebody who takes it,

and you can only take it over to Mssing -- you
can show up in Mssing Persons and say, "I'd like
to report sonebody mssing.” Wll, right away, as

soon as you do that, they say, they'll go, "Ckay."
They' Il just profile you right then. R ght then.
And if they profile you, you' re not going to get

it upstairs. GCkay. And you've got to have an

i nstant nunber. They've got to take a file. And
you couldn't get -- you couldn't get through the
door to list themas mssing, and by the tine they
went mssing -- like, you couldn't get it past the
second floor. GCkay. There's no way you coul d get

it.

THE COM SSIONER: I n the Native Liaison Society were there any

menbers of the Vancouver Police who were seconded

who were part of that society?

Yes. Yes, we had two officers, but their job is
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

not m ssing persons. They're not Hom cide
detectives. They're not part of that -- the part
of the community that do that. So you've got to
get that report past the second fl oor.

THE COM SSIONER:  (kay. So did the officers not help you put
reports in on m ssing wonen?

MR. BATES: You can't -- that's not their job. |It's not their
job. They're not Mssing Persons. You don't
go -- | mean, you don't go to a Mssing Persons --
that's not their job to be. They're conmmunity
of ficers.

THE COW SSI ONER: Oh, | see.

MR. BATES: And if you try to get up there, | can get it right
up to you, M. Qppal, but if you' re in charge of
M ssing Persons and if you're not going to take
the report, it doesn't matter how many cops you
got hanging around if you won't take the m ssing
persons report.

THE COW SSIONER:  So you're telling us that no one woul d take
your reports?

MR. BATES: Yes.

THE COW SSIONER:  Did you conplain to anyone that no one was
t aki ng your reports?

MR. BATES: You've probably got a list that high of conplaints.

You' ve got yourself -- a guy kills 49 wonen. W
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

have 28 m ssing persons. W have one person
upstairs which takes a m ssing persons report, and
anybody should know her name. Her nane is Sandy
Caneron. Ckay. She was in charge, one person in
the nmetropolitan here of Vancouver. And we got --
we got -- we got one other person in charge, I|ike,
wi th Dave Dickson, so you can't get it past that

desk.

THE COW SSI ONER: | see.

kay. And these are the two people. You' ve got

one person that's a civilian enpl oyee, that's not
even a police officer, and she sits there and

deci des whet her any of your famly are going to be
reported mssing. She makes the decision. If you
sit there and you hand it to her, it's not going
to go. The person's -- she's -- she went to
detox. Take a look at all your files. | nean,
there's other places. | nean -- | nean, nine
years later they decide, well, nine years |ater
this lady is -- now you are going to call her

m ssing. The fastest one we ever did was Mna

W son.

THE COW SSI ONER: Yes.
MR. BATES:

Ckay. Mna WIlson, that's the record. The day

that she went mssing, it's on there, that -- the
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

guy canme in, like, three days later. And it was
real -- it was real sinple, actually. This is
getting into the mssing wonen's. Maybe |I'm
noving too fast on this m ssing wonen's. But Mona
Wl son. Ckay. And, | nean, if you canme in, you
want sonebody to find you mssing -- now, this is
going to sound kind of rude and everything, but
|'d say, okay, if the person's m ssing, how do |
check she is mssing. | phone up Ed Tenpest. H&d
Tenpest is the coroner's liaison. "Ed, got any
new ones up there?" Ckay. Ah, this, this, that.
Ckay. They don't fit the profile. Ckay, they're
not -- they're not dead. They're not at the
coroner's. Another one, speed dial all the
hospitals here. And they're going to be around
here. They're going to be in St. Paul's,
Vancouver General maybe, or Munt Joseph or el se
North Vancouver. Check. So that. Gkay. They're
not in the hospital and they're not dead, then
let's give another call here. So | phone up and
say, "Native Liaison calling,"” and |I'd say --

they'd say, "This is privileged information," they

says. "Yes, | knowit is. [It's Native Liaison.
Are they in jail?" "W're not supposed to give
that information.” | just want to know are they
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MB. ENS:
MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

or not in jail so | can scratch that off ny Ilist.
So they're not in jail, they're not dead, and
they're not in the hospital. Then they're around
here soneplace. So the next thing to find out if
you want to connect them up, are they getting
Social Services. Ckay. Like, this lady there,
Mona, she was getting a Social Service cheque, and
they' d both pick that cheque up, her and her

buddy .

St eve.

Steve. She -- it's a big scam down there, but they

pick up their cheques at the sane tine, and they
spend her noney on drugs and the other cheque
they'd get for a room Well, they pick up their
cheques together. She hasn't picked up her
cheque. GCkay. But we never got this kind of

i nformation before because we were not allowed to
because of confidentiality.

So finally -- the first day he cones in he
wants to nmake a report she's mssing. She's
mssing. | go, "Ckay, let's sit down and take the
information." He doesn't want to do it. He's
just big panic style. So finally the next day he
comes back in, and I was talking to Tony Sartori,

and Tony was our native constable at that tine,
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

and Tony was in full uniform and | says okay.

Now, he says to ne, "She hasn't picked up her
cheque," and | says, "Wwo told you that," and I
said -- he said, "Social Services." That was the
first time that Social Services had said, wow,

that he didn't -- so the next thing I did, "Is she
on net hadone?" And he said, "She's on nethadone.™
| said, "Wll, have you been down there to check
at the pharmacy? Were does she pick up her

nmet hadone?" He says, "They won't tell nme." kay.
"They're not going to tell ne." So | tell Tony, I
says, "Tony, you've got your uniformon. You got
a gun. Go down there and find out if she's picked
up her nethadone.” So in the nmeantine |'d gotten
one guy that gave nme his card, and he was just put
into Mssing Persons. A detective had just been
noved t here.

Who was t hat ?

think Al How ett.

Al Howl ett. He had just been noved there. [It's on

the police report if you look at it. And so | was

filling this all out, and | called himup and |
says -- | nmet him I|ike, maybe twice, so | says on
the m ssing persons report -- "W got a m ssing
persons here," and he says, "I'll be down there in
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

five mnutes,”" which is -- that is unusual, |
mean, you know, |ike, and he conmes down, and just
at the sane tine he cane -- he cane down through

the door, and I was talking to him we had Steve
there and we were explaining the wel fare cheque
was gone, and Tony Sartori, Constable Sartor

wal ked through the door, said he canme back from

t he pharmacy and she had not picked up her
prescription in seven days. Gkay. Now, if you've
got free drugs and you' ve got free noney and you
don't pick either of them up, you' ve got a problem
here. He |ooked ne right smack in the eye, okay,
and said to nme right there, 1'd only net him

Iike, sporadically for maybe a mnute and a hal f,
he | ooked at ne and he said, "She's dead." Now,
that was the first woman that they have, Mona

Wl son, that is listed mssing within seven days
of her being actually mssing. You know what --
and that's one of the six girls they found on the
Pi ckton pig farm

And was that the first tinme that you'd ever heard
an officer fromthe Vancouver Police Depart nment

tell you that the woman had di ed?

Yeah, he said, "She'd dead." | nean, | was sort of

i ke what kind of crystal ball do you have type of
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F. Ens, N. Bates (for the Comm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

thing. Like, whoa. | nean, the evidence was
sitting there all the tinme. | nean, |ook at them
They're all there. This is not about aboriginals.
This is about people. You know.

COW SSIONER: So you told us the difficulty of finding out
whet her soneone had picked up their wel fare cheque
in order to decide whether they're m ssing or
what ever happened to them

BATES: Yeah.

COMW SSI ONER: Wul d the police who were on the |iaison

comm ttee not help you do that?

BATES: See, a constable can't go and do that. It's
against the -- like, you can't send a police
officer in there to -- they will not get past the
door of -- they will not give you that

information. A police officer can't do that.

BROOKS: M. Comm ssioner, the two officers who worked with
the liaison society are in the gallery. Perhaps
now is an appropriate tine for themto join the
panel .

COW SSI ONER:  That's fi ne.

BROOKS: So that's Constable Jay Johns and Detective
Const abl e George Lawson.

BATES: Do they have m crophones?

REG STRAR  Yes, you'll have to share the m crophones.
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

COW SSI ONER:  Thank you for com ng.

REG STRAR:  Just | eave one on that side and one on this
side. Good afternoon, gentlenen.

GEORGE LAWBON:  Affirned
JAY SCOIT JOHNS: Affirned

REG STRAR.  Coul d you state your nane, please.

JOHNS: M nane is Jay Scott Johns, J-o0-h-n-s.

REG STRAR.  Thank you.

LAWBON: It's Constabl e George Lawson, L-a-w S-0-n.

REG STRAR.  Thank you. Counsel .

BROOKS: So Detective Lawson and Detective Johns, | would
like to have you join in this discussion, but just
qui ckly before we do I'Il just |lead you through
your background with the police departnent. So,
Det ective Constable Johns, | understand that you
were sworn in in January 19897

JOHNS: That's correct.

BROOKS: And you worked on patrol District 2, which is the
Downt own Eastside, from'89 to '94?

JOHNS: That's correct.

BROOKS: And then you worked at the Native Liaison Unit,
which is a unit within the police departnment, from
1994 to 19987?

JOHNS: That's correct.

BROOKS: And as an officer with that unit you were al so
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

assigned to the Native Liaison Society?

JOHNS: That's correct.

BROOKS: And then you worked in 1999 in the Sexual O fence
Squad?

JOHNS: | did.

BROOKS: And did you go back to patrol after that?

JOHNS: After that, yes, | went back to patrol, and then
did the forensic investigating.

BROOKS: (Ckay. And so that the conm ssioner knows, in
Decenber of 2009 | understand you were involved in
a very serious notorcycle accident and that you're
on long-termdisability right now and the effect
of that accident was that it has had sone inpact
on your menory; is that right?

JOHNS: That's correct.

BATES: | never knew that.

BROOKS: Detective Constable Lawson, | understand that you
were sworn in with the VPD in August of 19907

LAWSON: That's right.

BROOKS: From 1990 to '93 you worked in patrol ?

LAWSON: That's correct.

BROOKS: Was it in District 4?

LAWSON: It was in District 4.

BROOKS: And then from 1993 to 1999 you were the officer

assigned to the Native Liaison Unit?
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

That's correct.

And then after you were seconded to Misquean?
That's correct as well.

And from 2004 to present you' ve al so worked on
patrol ?

That's correct.

And what district?

| worked back in District 4.

So thanks for that. Now, you've just heard M.
Bates and Ms. Ens give evidence, and they were
tal ki ng about the steps, M. Bates was di scussing
the steps that he takes to try to |locate m ssing
persons, and the conm ssioner was asking what role
the officers that were assigned to the Native

Li ai son Society played in terns of assisting and
whet her they could turn to you for sone help with
that. Can you explain to the comm ssioner what
your role was and whet her that was sonething that
fell within your mandate? Detective Constable
Lawson, do you want to start?

kay. It didn't really fall within our nmandate.
As a liaison unit we focused nore of our attention
on liaising wwth the different agencies in
Vancouver, which at that tine were quite a few,

probably about 64 different agencies, not all of
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whi ch got our attention, but the majority of them
did. And nost of our enforcenent was |ow profile.
And dealing with the agencies we'd attend school s,
wonen's groups, help groups, recovery groups. And
our main focus at that point was nostly with
teens, youth. Anything else dealing with

i nvestigation through the storefront was usually
facilitated by the storefront staff. They had
their little pipeline to the upstairs roons of the
pol i ce departnent.

And M. Bates has just discussed sone of the

probl ens that he saw with the pipeline. Dd you
have any know edge about that?

| wasn't aware of any.

And Detective Constable Johns, were you aware of
sone of the difficulties and chall enges that the
staff at the liaison society were having trying to

get reports taken by the M ssing Person Unit?

Yeah, you would see that, like, Freda and Morris

woul d be frustrated, and there would be a few
things that, you know, were said, but it's
frustration, it's work, it's -- but | understand.
So, M. Bates, we've noved now into the issues
around reporting, and I'd like to get a bit nore

information fromyou about that, but before | do,
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| know that you were well-known for having success
in finding people and that people cane to you to

| ook for their |oved ones and their relatives.

Can you tell the conmm ssioner how you were so
successful in locating people? Wat steps did you
take? And in particular could you focus on if a
person was aboriginal what kind of sources you
tapped into to try to track them down.

guess one of the -- | started working wwth Ed
Tenpest. Ed was the coroner's liaison, so if
sonebody is mssing, that's where you start. So |
got to phone up Ed Tenpest. And then if they're
native -- if they're native, chances are they'd
have an Indian status card, and | had a |ist of
every Indian band in Canada. GCkay. 780 of them

| think. So if |I had an ID, a nunber on that,

whi ch nost people didn't have because they

didn't -- they didn't care about them | just | ook
on that nunber, and if you were band nunber 219, I
says, okay, |ooks |like Nova Scotia. | could tel

where they're comng from And then | get that

nunber. | phoned the band office and says, "Look,
we're looking for this person.” It's as sinple as
t hat .

And did the band offices generally keep track of
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their nenbers?

Well, they keep track. | nean, we're wards of the

federal governnment. | nean, they want to know
every time you brush your teeth. Sonebody in
Social Services is going to pay for it. They want
to get paid for that stuff. 1 don't care where
you go you're going to have sone kind of a record.
So if you went down to the drugstore and you got
Tyl enol, you got -- it's a record because
Departnment of Indian Affairs is paying for it.
And that guy, if you go into -- if you got a
tooth, you go into the doctor, you show your

| ndi an status card, it's got your nedical report.
It's real sinple to find these people if anybody
wants to ook for them You know. | nean, | can
find out -- in 10 mnutes | can find out about
anybody in this whole roomif they go -- sonebody
m ssing. The thing was, is that when we | ook at
these things there's that basic tineline, okay,
when the person goes missing right there, so you
only got, like -- they always say if you go up to
M ssing Persons, "Look, we want to nmake a m ssing
persons report,"” you' ve got to wait 48 hours.
That's not inlaw. O you've got to wait 72

hours. Were in the hell is that witten down? |
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MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

mean, if any one of you right now didn't make it
home for supper, you didn't do sonething, we got
that tinme franme, maybe an hour to find out where
were you fromthe tinme you went m ssing, and
sonebody cares about each and every one of you.
So that starts fromthat tine thing.

So it's really inportant that these files be

treated wth urgency?

Yes. Then you go and you talk to soneone, you talk

to a police constable, if you can get one to take
a report on it, but you go right to M ssing
Persons and then you've got to wait, and they'l
say, "Well, we can't do that because you're not
next of kin." So if a person goes mssing from
Quesnel , they say you've got to report it in
Quesnel , and Quesnel, that's RCMP. Ckay. And
that's going to be next of kin. Mst of those
peopl e are estranged from those people, and
they're not going to know in Quesnel whether the
person is mssing here, and they won't take the
report, and by the tinme -- | nean, it takes ne --
okay, by the tinme that you can get a person's
report up there, you' ve got to look on this
docunentation, we're talking nine years for Elsie

Joan Sebastian, and that's when the police decide,
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BROCKS:

BATES:
BROCKS:
BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

you know what, | think she's m ssing, and
that's --
So in your experience then, M. Bates, |ooking for

people there's that really critical tine period --

Yes.

-- where information can get |ost?

VW had one case of a young lady that her father --

the hairdresser. The Carpenter case. Now, her
daddy was the one that instigated that. | think
it was from Surrey. But she didn't -- she called
her daddy all the tine. Her daddy didn't answer
-- or she didn't answer. Ww, sonething's wong.
So he starts calling. Ww. So he goes and sends
sonebody down to the tanning salon or the beauty
salon. The door's w de open, and her -- and she's
gone. And then the next thing he gets on the
phone with the RCWMP, and they went and checked her
bank card. R ght there on that bank card there's
a guy sitting down there that's got her nunber and
pul | ed her noney out of this card. Then they --
they found out -- they junped on it, and within
three hours she was on the six o' clock news. That
guy took her to Yale, nurdered her, and then he
went to Alberta and killed hinself. Now, when

you're tal king to people about going m ssing, why
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M5. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:
M5. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

did that lady get on the six o' clock news within
three hours of being mssing? Because her daddy
drove the case. |If it wasn't for her father, we
woul dn't have got -- we would have been down to

M ssing Persons. They would have buried it for

two years and then sonebody says, "Ch, | think
they're mssing." | mean, sonething wong' s here,
you know.

One of the things, M. Bates, you said is that if
any of us went mssing -- if any of us didn't show
up for dinner at night there mght be a problem
and | think what you're highlighting there is the

routines that we're all involved in.

Yes, we're all -- everybody's got to be sonepl ace

in the next couple of hours. Jay's going to phone
-- do you still have a wife? But, you know,
you're going to -- you're going to talk to
sonebody. | nean, I'mgoing to nmake a phone cal
and maybe 1'1l say hi to Freda.

Tell us about the routines that the wonen that
were involved in the sex trade had that would be

indicators if they weren't neeting those routines.

Vll, this becones kind of a -- | |like that word

chal |l enge. Wat happens is that -- the one that

made these cases hard to access is because nost of
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In chief by Ms. Brooks

these, not all of them sonme of these wonen --
mean, | tell people -- | do a program for kids.
says what is the conmmon denom nator here with

t hese people? GCkay. Wat is the comon

denom nator? They're not all wonmen because
there's a guy in there. They're not all
prostitutes. So the one common denom nator is
that they were addicted to drugs. Now, ['Il tel
you, there's a video out soneplace. Now, you're
going to see your doctor when you're sick. You're
going to see your dentist when sonething goes
wong wth you. But how nmany tines are you goi ng
to go see your drug dealer? GCkay. On the video
it says, "As often as | can.” So that person

t here knows, okay, the drug dealer will know, but
do you think the drug dealer is going to cone and
say, "You know what, | haven't seen her for three
days, and she usually cones here every six hours."
So who does that person go to? O what about the
girl, that she's standing on the street corner,
"Where's ny girlfriend at? She took off in a
car." You know. So -- okay. That makes it kind
of like very dubious. So that person knows you're
m ssing. The drug deal er knows you're m ssing,

and the girl on the corner with you and
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

possibly -- and this particular girl, Mna WI son,
it was her boyfriend Steve. Now, Steve got to us,
and even getting to us, it still took seven days,
and that's the fastest anybody had ever been
listed mssing on that whol e board.

Det ective Constabl e Johns, you al so worked in the
Downt own Eastside. What can you tell us about the
routines that the wonen had while they lived there
that coul d have been sources of information for

the police in trying to track them down?

There's a variety of things, M. Conm ssioner.

There's -- if the ladies are working and they're
prostituting thenselves, they have a spotter, and
things like a spotter would take a plate nunber or
is supposed to take a plate nunber down of the car
that the lady would just get into. And nore than
enough tines | did give out pens and papers
because these guys woul dn't even have a pen or
paper. So you ask them what's the plate nunber of
the car, and they wouldn't know or they'd just say
it was a blue car. Wll, that needs to be
narrowed down nore than that. Does that answer
your question? Sorry.

Yes, that's helpful. And Detective Constable

Lawson, part of your role as a liaison officer in
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

the Native Liaison Unit was to reach out to

di fferent aboriginal organizations. Wuld the
wonen have relied on sone of the services provided
by those organi zations, and if so, which ones?
Usual Iy the self-help groups, people in recovery.
W would often at tines -- part of our nandate was
to attend these different service providers, just
give a spiel on what the native storefront does,
what we do as Native Liaison officers there, and
it wouldn't be to necessarily set up an

appoi ntment at that tine but sort of give themthe
information that we have counsellors that are
there if they have sonething that they think is
sonmet hing that they can deal wth, and if it

i nvol ves us as police officers, then at the
storefront they can facilitate that as well, but
normal ly the first contact would be our
counsellors to determ ne whether or not the police
officers need to be invol ved.

And in terns of the services that the wonen used
that were available to themin the Downtown
Eastside, like health centres or WSH or ot her
safe houses, did you ever drop in and visit any of
t hose pl aces, and what were they?

There were a nunber. It would be hard to think of
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J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

what their nanes were at this point. Sheway is
one that sort of cones to mnd. DEYAS would be
anot her one we went to. There's so many. Most of
t he education groups.

t hi nk the Downt own Eastside Wnen's Centre was
really a place -- because these girls were out and
about. The Downtown Eastside Wnen's Centre, nen
weren't even allowed in there. So if she was --
if she was out there doing sone tricks and got
sone noney and she wanted to get away for a while,
she could go into the Downtown Eastside Wnen's
Centre, and you couldn't get through the door. So
if you wanted to really find out if sonebody was
not show ng up, you'd go down to the Downtown
Eastsi de Wnen's Centre, you nmake a phone call if
you know sonebody. "Ch, yeah, we saw them They
were here two hours ago."

And in your experience did the wonmen use those
services with sone regularity so that visiting

t hem - -

Ch, yeah. That's like getting up and going to

Starbucks. It's right there. Because they --
that's what -- that's what that was before, you
know. So if you -- like, | nean, the way | used

todo it is if they're in the Downtown Eastside
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

they're over at -- there's a place called The 44,
which is actually called the Evel yne Saller

Centre. You get a nmeal in there for $2. GCkay. A
good neal. It's run by the Gty. And between --

| could go out, and | would put a nane on a piece

of paper that the native -- contact the Native
Liaison. |1'd go over to The 44, which is the
Evel yne Saller Centre, | can go to the Carnegie

Centre, | can go up to the Native Friendship
Centre, and I'lIl tell you, by -- nine tines out of
ten by the tine that | got ny two little posters
out there that they were sitting at ny desk,
"What's going on out here? Everybody's talking."
It's a very small, little community down there,
everybody knows each other, and you can find these
peopl e.

BROOKS: And if you couldn't find them would you be

worried?
BATES: Well, it's -- then you go into M ssing Persons.
mean, yes, they're ny concern, but I'mnot -- |'m

not a police officer.

BROOKS: But woul d you think sonething bad happened?

BATES: Yes. For sure. | mean, we know these wonen were
falling off the sidewal ks dowmn there. | nean, we
knew of these girls, and I'Il tell you, when one
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J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

of them wasn't around on one of the street

corners, you know, and you're driving, they'd be
there, they'd be there. Al at once, geez,
they're not here no nore or who's here, and they'd
come in, "Ch, did you find sonebody?" Well,
that's how it happened with El sie Joan Sebasti an.

| nmean, okay, where's she at? Then it was kind of
a thing which you got to all know about it

al ready. W had one police constable. | nean, we
got one police constable that's for the Downtown
East si de, which we don't even know what the hel
he's been doing, and he was in all these -- he'd
be up at WSH, he'd be down there. He's stil
doing it. So you say, "Ckay. Wll, we told Dave
D ckson about it." Well, Dave D ckson doesn't

tell nobody. So if you're talking to a constable,
you're talking to him he'll take a note out and
wite it down and say, "Look, okay, we better
check on this person,” you know, and just run it
through the different. Not in jail, not dead, ta
da. Maybe we'll take a look at it. Well, if you
got a guy out there that's -- wonen are | eaving
and he's not follow ng through on the stuff -- you
see, you've got one -- one Vancouver PD officer

sitting there with this information. It's not

88



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

M5. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:
M5. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

getting up to the second floor for M ssing
Persons, and we've got a M ssing Persons up there.
If you have a person right in front of you, she
woul d have been -- | nean, it was just -- you
couldn't get past the second floor, and all the
stuff was just sitting there, and then you've

got -- and then you've got this nmess right here.
One of the things that is an issue in this case is
that the police or certain police officers,
particularly in managenent positions, believed
that the wonmen were transient, that they canme and
went from the Downt own Eastside, so when they
couldn't find themright away, it mght not have
been an issue because they were perhaps noved
somewhere el se or were |living somewhere else. In
your experience, did the wonen live in the

Downt own East si de?
Dd they live in the Downtown Eastside?

You tal ked about their regular routines. Wre

they all centred in the Downtown Eastside?

Vell, unless -- pretty well the answer to that

woul d be yes. | mean, they mght cone in -- I|ike,
Vel fare Wednesday the girls mght cone in from
Surrey or they mght cone in -- a couple days

before they'd cone in from North Vancouver, they'd
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cone in from Miusqueamr or, you know, they would
cone, they would be around. But if they're -- if
they're -- if they're -- if they're in the

Downt own Eastside and they're doing that, they're
going to have their drugs down there, they're
going to collect -- they've got to collect a

wel fare cheque soneplace. They've got to have
sone kind of a nunber. | nean, you know, |ike
they're gone and they're m ssing, but nobody's red
flagging it because it's sort of like, well,
she'll turn up and, oh, she went into rehab, she

nmoved to Victori a.

THE COW SSIONER: We'l| stop there for the noon hour break.

THE REG STRAR:  The hearing is now adjourned until 1:45.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 12:30 P.MN.)
( PROCEEDI NGS RESUMED AT 1:50 P.MV.)

THE REA STRAR. Order. The hearing is now resuned.

M5. BROOKS: Detective Constable Lawson, we didn't get to hear
about your background. Can you tell us where you
were born and raised?

MR. LAWBON: | was born in Cassiar, BC, and | was raised in
Port Sinpson, British Colunbia, which is about 25
mles north of Prince Rupert.

M5. BROOKS: And what First Nation are you a nenber of?

MR. LAWSBON:  Tsi nshi an.
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MB. BROCKS:
MR. LAWSON:
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

W heard from Ms. Ens and M. Bates about their
background and how t he police and abori gi nal

rel ati onshi ps have evolved over tine. Can you
tell us a little bit about that from your
perspective? Wen you were grow ng up, what Kkind
of relationship did your community have with the
police?

Qur -- | guess our understanding of police and
stuff, whenever we saw the police comng, the only
way into town is by boat or by plane, and both are
very di stingui shable, so whenever we saw the
police boat comng into town, everybody sort of
abandoned the streets and dove into their houses
until they finished their business and left.

So there was a fear of the police?

There was definitely a fear of the police.

And what was your understandi ng of what inforned
that fear?

| think it's just the understanding from ny
parents, being residential school survivors

t henselves, and it's just the authority figures
just cause everybody a little bit of panic, and
didn't matter whether it was a social worker or a
police officer. Mre police officer than anyone

el se. People just clear the streets.
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

And as the Native Liaison Unit officer |
understand that you would liaise with various
abori gi nal organi zations, and fromthat you al so
| earned a | ot nore about the perspective that
abori gi nal peopl e have about the police, and in
one particular instance you were told a phrase
that was used to describe the police. Can you
tell the conm ssioner about that?

Yeah. | was on a workshop in Prince CGeorge and
was i ntroduced to a community nenber, and we were
interested in finding out what the word for police
of ficer was, and she says there is no one word.
She says it's just a phrase. It's "man who throws
you in hole". And that was her saying for police
officer. That's how they identified them

And is it your experience then that that distrust
and that fear for the police in aboriginal
communities is passed down through generation and
generation and that it's a very conplex, |ong,
entrenched history?

| believe so.

|"d like to go back now to sone of the issues we
were tal king about before the break, and in
particul ar you were describing for the

comm ssi oner sone of the problens that you had in
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

maki ng reports of m ssing wonen to the M ssing
Persons Unit, and if | could just start with you,
Ms. Ens. If you could turn -- there should be a
docunent brief before you that's been narked as
Exhibit 118NR If you could turn to the first tab
of that, the comm ssioner was asking you whet her
you had nade any conpl aints about the difficulties
that the |iaison society was having in making
reports, and this is a letter that was witten to
the chief constable at the tine on January 22nd,
1997. And I'll read it out and -- well, perhaps
you could read it out since you wote it and then

"Il ask you a few questions about it.

Dear sir:

W have recently received a conplaint froma
nother that | feel is very serious. It is
regardi ng Sandy Canmeron fromthe M ssing
Persons Departnent. This is not the first
time we have had conpl aints about her.

In Cctober 1995, when a grandnother tried to
report her 12 year old granddaughter m ssing,
she was told by Ms. Canmeron that they were
not a baby-sitting service and not to bother

t hem agai n.
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J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

Do you want nme to read the file nunber?

M5. BROOKS: No, it's okay.
M5. ENS:
| then assisted the grandnother and we were
able to bypass Ms. Caneron and have the
m ssing person report filed.
| know of other instances where peopl e have
conpl ai ned about the treatnment they have
received fromM. Caneron at the M ssing
Persons Departnent. | am concerned for the
ot her people who try to report a m ssing
person.
Are they prejudged before there is an
i nvestigation?
Thank you, for your tinme and consideration,
and then ny nane.
M5. BROOKS: So you were witing this letter in January of
1997, and the first paragraph references a
conpl aint that you received froma nother you said
is very serious, and you don't put any detail in
this letter about that conplaint. Can you tel
t he comm ssi oner who was neki ng the conpl aint and
what the nature of the conplaint was?
M5. ENS: Actually, the letter -- the next page is a letter

from Dorothy Purcell, who was the nother of Tanya

94



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

o]

VB.
VB.
VB.

5 5 55 B

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

Hol yk, and that was the conplaint, and she -- her
letter, if you'd like to read that, goes into how
she was treated in trying to report her daughter
as mssing, and it's quite self-explanatory.

BROOKS: This is a letter that she wote to you?

ENS: No, she --

BROOKS: In terns of the Native Liaison Society.

ENS: Yeah.

BROOKS: Did you have any contact with her? D d she cone
into the office?

ENS: Yes, she cane into our office. And she had been --
since Tanya had gone mssing in Qctober of 1996
she had tried originally to make a m ssing persons

report on Tanya, and if ny nenory serves ne right,

| think there was originally -- she was given a

nunber, and -- can we just read this letter?
BROOKS: Yes, let's read it. | think it's inportant.
ENS: | think it's worth reading.

BROOKS:  Sure.
| went to the police station to report Tanya
mssing & they told me to call 911 and they
referred me to Sandy Caneron whom | thought
was a police officer.
And I'"Il just stop there. Had you heard that

ot her peopl e conplained that Ms. Caneron was
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representing herself as a police officer?

MB. ENS: Yes, |'d heard that, and before this | had al so

M5. BROCKS:
MR. BATES:
M5. BROCKS:

conplained -- | didn't do a letter, but | had
conpl ai ned about Sandy Caneron originally when
Mary Lidguerre and Dorothy Spence went m ssing in
1995, and | was refused the opportunity to do a

m ssing persons report on Mary because | was not
next of kin, and later on Mourris -- | don't know
if you want to speak to that -- but we had a youth
wor ker from our office, Jack Spence, who was

Dorot hy's brother, and Dorothy went m ssing two
weeks after Mary, and Jack had tried to report his
sister mssing and ran up agai nst the sane kind of
roadbl ocks we had, and after | was told -- after |
was told | couldn't report Mary m ssing because |
wasn't famly, | wasn't blood, it really shocked
me to find out that Jack also had problens trying
to report his own sister as m ssing.

Ckay.

|'d like to just add a little bit here. Jack
Spence worked in our office. ay. H's sister
goes mssing. H s sister. And he works in our
office, and he can't go into the police departnent
and get her listed as m ssing.

Way coul dn't he?
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

BATES: Because she wouldn't take the report.

BROOKS: Wy not ?

BATES: Because she just says no. | nean, you couldn't get
your report. If she didn't want to take it, you
couldn't get it listed.

BROOKS: What expl anation did she give?

BATES: She don't have to give nothing. She's just, "GCet
out of here." | renmenber one tinme we had one
girl. Her nane is Ada Prevost. Ada -- | used to
bot her about these girls, "Come on, we got this
listing," because they were trying to get sone of
these going. They wouldn't take her. Finally
they found -- | nean, she had every rhyne and
reason in the world not to do it. She was finally
found, this young girl, Ada Prevost, which she's
not on here. They found her in Phoeni x.

BROOKS: "She" is Ms. Caneron?

BATES: She found her in Phoenix. She conmes into ny office
-- or cone into our office. I'msitting behind
and watching. She cones in with a piece of paper
that says Ada Prevost was found in Phoenix. She
grabs the docunent and throws it to the girl
that's working behind the desk and says, "Tel

Morris we found one of his whores."”

THE COW SSI ONER:  One of the what?
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J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

MR. BATES: That was her response.

THE COW SSI ONER: Found one of the what?

MR. BATES: She says, "Tell Mrris we found one of his whores,"”
because that -- see, everything was like, "They're
over here." And when | did find that Ada Prevost
was down in Phoenix and she had -- she was
pregnant, and she was caught snoking crack, and
they stuck her in a nental institute down there
until she had the babies, so she -- but we didn't
have -- we couldn't get her listed as mssing. W
didn't have anything on her. But finally when it
did show up that Ada was alive, then she cane into
our office and throws a paper on the girl's desk
and says, "Tell Mrris we found one of his
whores." That's verbatim

M5. ENS: And going back to Mary, when Jack tried to report
Dorothy as mssing, and just |ike when |I was
trying to report Mary as mssing, | was told, "Ch,
she'll show up at the Sunrise behind a pint of
beer. They always do," and Jack was given the
sane information. And for nme it was really
frustrating. And when Mary had gone mssing --
because Mary was sonebody that canme into our
office. If she didn't cone in, she called. So we

heard from her on a regular basis. And when she

98



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

5 5

VB.
VB.

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

didn't show up -- we had appoi ntnents set up, and
when she didn't show up, | knew sonething was
wong, and | had -- | was on holidays, but | start
calling asking, you know -- well, Dave D ckson was
one of the ones that | asked, "Have you seen Mary?
Do you know where" -- you know, | was concerned.
And when Dorothy went m ssing and Jack was
basically told the sane thing, | had called the

M ssi ng Person section and spoke to, | believe it
was Ji m St ei nbeck, Steinbeck, and I had conpl ai ned
about, you know, the treatnment | was given as
sonmeone trying to report soneone as m ssing,

and - -

BATES: Wiat did Dave tell you when you tried to report
Mary m ssing?

ENS: Well, when | said --

BROOKS: Dave who?

ENS: Dave Dickson. Wen | tried to report the treatnent |
had gotten about, you know, oh, well, you know, |
wasn't famly, and I was really upset, he
basically told ne, "Ch, that -- you know, she's a
very nice person. She wouldn't say sonething |ike
that,"” and I'mlike, but she did.

BROOKS: Referring to Ms. Caneron?

ENS: To Ms. Canmeron saying that to ne. So for ne --
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

Dave said Mary was living --

MB. ENS: No, that cane later. But what had cone -- what

started com ng back from our -- because we kept
asking all of the different sex trade workers or
peopl e that frequented our office if they knew
Mary, because Mary was -- you couldn't mss Mary.
And then a couple of them cane in and they said,
"Ch, well, we heard she's living in Surrey. She's
living with a trucker in Surrey.” And I'mlike,
"Well, where did you get that?" And, "Wll, Dave
D ckson told ne." And so Murris and | both
confronted Dave |ater on about that because for

me, | knew Mary, and | knew Mary lived and -- with
her other children, and | knew that she had |ived
with a |l ongshoreman. He nmade really good noney,
and they lived quite confortably, but she stil
depended on her welfare and she still depended on
what she made through her prostitution. So for ne
to say that Mary was living out in Surrey wwth a
trucker, it didn't nmake any sense because even if
she was, she would still have contact with us.

And so it was really frustrating to kind of get
that -- that roadbl ock. And even though Mary went
mssing in July, was last seen in July of 1995,

and Dorothy | think August of 1995, we didn't get
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m ssing persons reports until Novenber of 1995,
and that we had to go in through the back door
wi thin the Vancouver Police Departnent.

What do you nean when you say you had to go in

t hrough the back door? What does that involve?

M5. ENS: Because we couldn't get -- |like Jay and George were

M5. BROCKS:

MR. JOHNS:

saying, it wasn't their mandate. That wasn't
their -- and whether that was that way for Dave

Di ckson too | can only guess, but that these wonen
were wonen that frequented our office. They were
wonen -- | nean, it was Jack's sister. And for
Mary to be mssing, | felt it was really inportant
to get sone information out there, and, you know,
i ke even though people were saying that she was
living in Surrey wwth a trucker, don't worry about
her, | knew that wasn't Mary.

And Detective Constable Johns, | know that you had
also a close relationship with M. Lidguerre.
Coul d you tell us what you knew of her and whet her
this -- what Ms. Ens has just said about her
living in Surrey with a trucker, whether that
woul d have nade any sense to you?
M. Comm ssioner, when | nmet Mary, Mary was cocai ne
dependent, and |ike Freda was saying, she was a

very large woman. |If she wasn't six feet, she'd
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be just under six feet. And she had a very

af fectionate, contagious |augh. And we becane
good friends because | appreciated how strong she
was, and both physically and nentally, but she
said that she wanted to get off the cocaine, and
so CGeorge and | gave her a bit of help. W --
what hit home is that Mary thought Canada was al

i ke Skid Row, and ne being fromthe Maritines and

have seen this country, | was shocked. So we got
Mary into -- into the hospital. W got her down
to -- down to Miusqueanm, where it was a |earning

process so that she can work on a | ot of her

i ssues. She went down to school down there, and
then we had got her teeth fixed and got her a
place to stay in Marpole. | knew the nmanager down
there. And she had a residence, and she was so
happy down there. And she used to phone or page
daily. And Mary becane |I'll say a friend, and at
one point | asked Mary to cone to ny house and
have tea with ny wife and ny kids and stuff and
just to show her what normality is, and then after
tea, you know, took her back to the SkyTrain, and
she just continued on, and then all of a sudden,
you know, pages started to stop, so --

D d you think sonething was w ong?
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JOHNS: No, you think that -- at that point | was thinking,
okay, she's back into the cocaine and back into
prostitution, and so, you know, you kind of | ook
for her, you kind of, you know, check out -- check
things out, see if you can find her.

BROOKS: How much tine passed before you thought sonething
had happened to her?

JOHNS:  You know, you're inundated with work, so | don't
know.

BROOKS: M. Ens, we were tal king about the conplaint that
was made by Tanya Hol yk's not her.

ENS:  Yes.

BROOKS: And I'Il just take you back there. So conti nuing
on fromthe letter that she's witten on January
22nd, 1997, which is in tab 1, she then says this
after she said that she was -- Sandy Caneron
referred to her -- or she thought Sandy Caneron
was a police officer:

| told her when Tanya went out & described
her & the clothes she was wearing. She asked
me if she had a drug problemand | told her
Tanya was in a rehab program before baby was
born. She called a few days later and told
me that Tanya was a coke head that abandoned

her child. She went on and on about it and
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said she was going to call Social Services to

appr ehend the baby.
And I'"Il just stop right there. M. Bates
described that this is a problemfor wonen when
they call the police. |Is that sonmething that you
can add to as well, that making a report to the
police, it's not just the concern that you may
have about that isol ated experience but what el se
may snowball as a result of that? Can you tell us
about what this would have done to Ms. Purcell to

hear that news?

MB. ENS: Well, we had seen it before, and | know that was

sonmet hi ng that she was very concerned about, is
that once the mnistry cones and apprehends your
child, it's a mninmumof three nonths, if you even
get the child back. And we had seen that with
sone of our other nothers, and it becones a really
vi cious cycle because they're in a relationship
and that rel ationship becones violent, the police
are called, and the children are apprehended if
there are children in the picture, and that

famly, and usually it's the nother, then starts
to have to junp through all of these hoops to try
and get these children back. And when we had our

Pat hways to Enpowernent for our wonen, many of the
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wonren that attended that program had | ost children
to the mnistry and were junping through the
hoops. And just to give you an exanple, we had
one nmom who had | ost her children because of a
spousal assault, and because she | ost her

children, her children were now in care, she then
| oses the subsidi zed apartnent she has because the
apartnment is for a famly and she no | onger has
the famly unit together. So now she | oses her
apartnment and she's now having to | ook for

housing. And what welfare allows is not very good
for, you know, first of all, a single person,

never m nd someone with children. And not only
that, she's expected to go | ook for different
prograns that they want her to go into, and she
goes into those prograns and she's expected to
keep up, and if she's got children, and this one
had, | believe, three different children, they're
placed in different foster hones. She wants to
see her children. She m ght be going out to
Surrey to see one of her children. She m ght be
maybe in East Van to see another child and then
maybe in Burnaby for another one. So trying to
satisfy the mnistry, it was alnost like set up to

fail. And so for, you know, for her to threaten
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

that she's going to cone and take the child, that
she's a coke head that just abandoned her baby, to
grandma that was like just -- she couldn't dea
with that, and she knew that her daughter coul dn't
deal with that either because her daughter at that
time had been preparing and planning not only her
21st birthday but her son's first birthday and his
first real Christnmas because, you know, to her
those were inportant things, so the fact that she
wasn't com ng back hone, wasn't show ng up, was a
real concern for nom

Det ective Constable Lawson, what Ms. Ens has just
described here in terns of the response and fear
that many of the wonen and famly nenbers may have
in making reports to the police and the doors that
that could open up, is that something that you
heard when you went into the aboriginal

organi zations and dealt with aboriginal people in
trying to bridge the differences there? Is that a
common thing that you heard fromthose fol ks?

Yes. 1'd say yes. On nmany occasions where we did
go to the self-help groups or to the wonen's
groups and do a presentation on a storefront,
peopl e woul d often talk about their reluctance to

go to the police departnent and that there was
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BROCKS:

LAWSON:

BROCKS:

LAWSON:
BROCOKS:
JCHNS:

al ways that fear of dealing with the police, and
nmost of their contact had been negative, so one of
our responsibilities is try to bridge those gaps
and try to create a nore positive inmage of the
police departnment and give themthe opportunity to
conme and talk to us, if necessary, and that was
al so through the storefront.

How do you do that? How do you bridge those gaps
or those difficulties?

To show themthat there is a friendly side, nore
approachable side. And it doesn't just stop with
visiting the particular groups that deal with
wonen's issues or things like that. W go to
famly nights, schools. So word gets around the
community that, you know, the Native Liaison is
doi ng sonet hing positive and that people could
feel alittle nore relaxed about them W did
attend, like, a lot of the famly functions, the
powwows, so we becane hopefully a very famliar
face in the comunity.

So organi zations |ike the Native Liaison Society
assists in bridging those relationships?

Yes.

And Const abl e Johns.

think that -- | think what we're trying to say is

107



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

»

25 %5 33

BROCKS:

LAWSON:

JCHNS:

BROCKS:

JCHNS:

BROCKS:

BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

that we tried to get themto not see the blue, the
bl ue of the uniform and see the human side of it.
So we woul d organi ze soccer ganes wth the kids,

| ose, and then we'd turn around and we'd play road
hockey and organi ze that or basketball ganmes so
they'd get to see police officers outside the
uniform and | think that built bridges, | think
the | oose saying is. And as we got to go to the
Friendship Centre and you get -- you go there nore
and nore and nore, they get -- the blue starts to
fade a little bit and out comes the human side of
us.

Do aboriginal people feel nore confortable dealing
wi th aboriginal police officers?

| don't think so.

Abori gi nal people are individuals. You know --

Can't generalize about that?
woul dn' t, no.

What do you say about that, M. Bates?

Vell, there's some -- with -- | think George has

said -- | mean, because you're native and you're a
cop, chances are you probably won't talk to Jay.
That's -- that's -- that's kind of a thing. But
it's got nothing to do with -- they're both

qualified constables, but it seens like it m ght
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be | ooked upon is that CGeorge would be patronizing

because he's native, and so -- but it goes a |ot
of different ways too. | nean, | -- just to do
another -- sort of on the sane type of concept, we

got sexual assault cases, and as soon as that
woul d start happening and we found there was a
sexual assault thing, like, 1'd go, "Woa, whoa."
| nmean, | don't want -- I'm-- they start talking
to you and they start telling you this stuff, and
" mgoing --

M5. BROOKS: You're saying as a nman?

MR. BATES: As a man. So | said, "Ckay, we've got a native
| ady, a native -- we've got a fenale conponent in
Victim Services that you mght want to talk to
about this sexual assault that happened."” They
woul d say, "No, | want to talk -- | want to talk
to you," to ne. And it nmakes ne really
unconfortable, but the things about it, they're
preconceived if they're tal king to another woman
that they're telling you stuff and there's already
why was she there at that tinme or this -- it's
kind of like telling another wonman that you've
been sexually assaulted, that it's kind of
prejudgnental on it where she'd |isten to a man,

whi ch made ne unconfortable, you know. | am going
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to give you one nore instance that happened to ne.
It happened -- she's now deceased, Dorothy Lanpert
(phonetic). Dorothy Lanpert, native |ady, she
conmes in. She cones, and she's raped. ay. And
she goes down to the police station, and they say,
"Well, we can't take the report because you got to
go hone and phone it in." GCkay. You go to the
PIC counter. So you've got to go home and phone
it. She doesn't have -- a lot of these people
don't have phones, so where are they going to get
a phone? O if they've got to phone, they've got
to sit beside their -- in their roomnext door to
sonmeone who's got a phone and wait until the
police departnment shows up, could be six days or
si x hours, whatever, to get that police report in.
She canme down there and tried to report it at 312
Main, and there was a constable there. And she'd
cone over to me, and she had been hit so hard.

She was in a room ng house. The guy hit her, and
her whole face was just a big purple mark. And he
hit her, knocked her down, and raped her. It was
on a Sunday. She couldn't get nobody. She cane
in on Monday. Gkay. And | couldn't believe, and
|"mtrying to take this report. So | got to phone

the sex offence, SOS guys, Sex O fence Squad, so |
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take it right across the street, and I'min there
telling this constable who's sitting there with
his feet up on a desk, and | says, "I'mhere to --
she's got to report a rape. Can't you see her
face?" He |looks at ne and he says -- there was a
big purple mark just like that, you know. He says
to ne, "I thought it was a fucking birthmark."
This is a police officer trying to get -- she's
been sexually assaulted and you're trying to get
past that kind of nentality and you' ve got to try
to get this upstairs. This is what these people
are dealing with in the Downt own Eastside, and
they're probably still dealing with it. You know,
you' ve got to go honme and sit beside your phone,
and maybe an officer will show up and take -- |
mean, this is way too nuch too late. If you would
have had one qualified Mssing Persons detective,
we woul d not be sitting here today, just one
person in the Vancouver PD that you could go to
and say, "Can | report this person mssing? Can
you take a report so we can get it going," we
woul d not have this. That's the best | can say
about that .

And so ny understanding fromyour evidence is that

you believe that Ms. Caneron was a significant
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obstacl e --

Totally. Totally.

-- of having reports taken?

You can't get it past her desk, it doesn't exist.

And you got one constable, Dave Di ckson, who's
taking information, but he ain't witing it down,
and he didn't tell nobody about it. So this is
your police departnent. In a mllion people there
two people basically caused all this chaos, and
you can't find one guy that's a pig farnmer sitting
out in the mddle of Coquitlam You got all these
smart people can't -- they can't put this
t oget her.
Ms. Purcell also states in this letter, referring
to Ms. Caneron:
She called nme one day and told ne | nust not
care too nuch about Tanya because | haven't
been calling her regularly. | was busy out
trying to find her and figured if she heard
anyt hing she'd call ne.
So there's obviously sone confusion about who's
supposed to be calling who. M. Ens, did you hear
concerns raised by the famlies when you were
dealing with them about being kept informed of

what was happening with their m ssing persons
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file?

M5. ENS: Well, with Tanya's, the sane with the other

5 5

BROCKS:

12-year-old that grandma was calling about,
grandma said she had tried for two weeks to get
her 12-year-old granddaughter |isted as m ssing.
| nmean, 12-year-old. That's 12 years old. And
she kept being told, "W're not a baby-sitting

service. Qit calling." So, | nean, if they're
being told on one hand, |ike, you' re bothering us,
many tinmes -- and this is what | know that D xie

had done, was she had gone and had gone on foot
and tried her best to find any friends, anybody
that had information on her daughter.

And the 12-year-old that you're referring to is

the one referenced in the letter --

ENS: Yes.

BROCKS:

-- that you conpl ai ned about to the chief?

ENS: And just an aside to that, the 12-year-old was found

BROCKS:

working the streets in Al berta, and her boyfriend
had taken her and put her to work on the streets
in Al berta.

And Detective Constable Johns and Detective

Const abl e Lawson, these are concerns that Ms. Ens
is raising to the chief of police about matters

where she feels the aboriginal community has been
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particularly inpacted by. Wre you aware of these
i ssues? Did anyone cone to you to try to find a
solution or ask you to work with themto better

t he situation?

JOHNS: (o ahead, Ceorge.

LAWBON:  |I'mnot aware of any information that was brought
forward for us to even approach that there was an
i ssue.

BATES: Can | --

BROOKS: We'll just let Detective Lawson finish and then of
cour se.

BATES: | nean, they're constables. Wen you have a nurder
case -- | nean, it doesn't start here. It starts
upstairs. If you can't report -- they're not here
to go dowmn and -- they're officers that were in
the coomunity, but you've got to get it past the
first step. If you can't get it through the door,
there's nothing they can do. It's not their --
they are not working -- they don't work for
M ssi ng Persons, and they don't work in the
Hom cide Division. So you've got to have the
peopl e who are working in the Hom cide Division
dealing with hom cides and the people dealing with
M ssing Persons dealing with m ssing persons. You

can't say, oh, yeah, these two constables, yes,
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J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
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but that's not their job. | nmean, everything that
happened down there suddenly went -- you can't go
and tell Jay and George, "Ckay, we've got this
one." That's not their job. That's upstairs in
M ssing Persons. And that's a homcide -- it's
got to get past that |evel.

And Detective Constable Johns, as the Native

Li ai son officer who's supposed to be buil ding

bri dges between the aboriginal community and the
police, and here you have a situation that clearly
needs to be addressed, do you think that it was
your -- did you have any role in assisting with

that or facilitating that?

MR. JOHNS: No, and | think what happens is that because M.

M5. BROCKS:

Caneron is a civilian, we're not civilians, we
have a protocol to go through and certai n steps,
whether it be to their sergeant or to Internal or
sonmething like this, where Freda woul d have nuch
nore power or have the chief's ear. She knows a
| ot of people, and that would be a better way to
go, is Freda's civilian and Sandy Caneron's
civilian, and so we don't have any dealings with
Sandy. | don't think I even net Sandy.

Just picking up on the letter that Ms. Purcel

wrote, she also states this on the second page:
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
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Sandy called ne back and said Tanya was out
havi ng fun doi ng drugs and di d abandon her
child and the police were not going to waste
their time trying to find her.

BATES: That's Sandy Caner on.

JOHNS:  Yes.

BATES: That's her.

BROOKS: Had you ever heard of other instances when people
reporting their | oved ones mssing were told that
they were around when, in fact, they weren't?

ENS: That was -- that was sone of the -- sone of the --
| ater on when -- okay, we're 1995, and Dorothy and
Mary go mssing. This is the first that 1've
really been -- been aware of sonebody that we knew
so well that was mssing and --

BATES: Elsie in '94.

ENS: You dealt with that. | didn't.

BATES: Elsie went mssing in 1994 because | started her in
93 in the summer, and | --

BROOKS: You're referring to El sie Sebastian?

BATES: Yes. And the reason | renenber the call so well is
that 1'mbest man to -- to Gordon Sebasti an, who
i s Bobby Sebastian's first cousin, and | have
known them since we were 13 years old. So when

El sie went mssing | got a call from her daughter,
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who was just going to graduate from high school in
Kam oops, and says, "Can you find ny nother
because | want her to be up here for graduation,™
and | thought -- we're not tal king about m ssing.

She just says, "My nother's in the Downtown

Eastside. Can you |locate her?" (Ckay. | says,

"Sure, I'll go up and I'Il -- you know, I'IIl" --
so | happened to go -- | said, "Wll, who do you
talk to out there that's going" -- so | was stil

pretty -- kind of pretty rookie about the Downtown
Eastside, but | still -- you know. So they said
to me, "Co talk to Dave Dickson." So -- now, this
is not an investigation. |'mjust trying to find
El sie so she can go to her daughter's graduation.
So | went out, and he said, "Yeah, she hangs down
Qopenhei mer Park. She's usually down there,
Qopenheinmer. 1'1l1 keep an eye out for her. As
soon as | spot her 1'll tell her to cone in and
"Il connect her up with her daughter."” Gkay. So
that goes on a while. | never hear nothing at

all. And so this goes on to the spring. Al at
once we're getting closer to June now and her
daughter is going to graduate, so | go again

t hrough the whole process again. GCkay. | talk to

Dave again. | put some little posters up around
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here. And, oh, sonebody said she's -- she said
she was selling rice wine out at OCppenhei ner Park
at 6:00 in the norning. Well, | wal ked the horse
race tracks between quarter to 6:00 until 8:50 in
the norning. 1'd done it for 10 years. So |

t hought, okay, |I'mgoing to scrap this norning.
"' m going down to Oppenheinmer Park to see if she's
down there. So | went | think three different
times, and I'mthere quarter to 6:00 in the
nor ni ng watching out for her, this lady. Nothing
happens again. ay. | can't find her.

The next thing goes down, her daughter phones
me again. Now, this is like two years |ater now,
maybe even nore than that. Her daughter now has a
little baby boy, and she wants to find grandma to
tell her that she has got a grandchild. | start
the process again. GCkay, |'ve got to find her.

So | go down, do sone pictures and everything. W
can't report her mssing. Nobody's got an idea
because the kids are up in Kam oops, and |' mjust
di gging around all over the place. So | get on

t he phone. Sonebody said to nme -- |'mnot going
to say it was Dave, but | was infornmed that she
lived in Seattle and she was down there living in

Seattle. So | get on the phone and | phone down
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to Seattle to the Native Friendship Centre in

Seattle. | know western Canada -- | nean, western
part of the United States. | phoned Wnatchee,
Seattle. | covered all the way down to Phoeni X,

everything, and | can't find nothing on her.

Not hing. Nothing on her. And | turned up every

rock. |If she was alive, | would have been able to
find sonebody that knew her, and that's -- and
then -- on the original stuff you guys -- you

don't even have a picture of her, you know. |
don't know where that one cane from And this is
nine years later. So sonebody decided nine years
|ater, hey, | think we got sonebody m ssing here.
And that's how it happened. Wat am| going to
say? And lots of these girls, the difference of
when they go | ast seen until they were reported
stopped at the second | evel on the Vancouver
Police Departnent, |like eight nonths later or 12
mont hs, two years, four years. They would say,
"Well, | guess we got sonebody m ssing here."
And for sone of them you' re saying that was
despite the efforts you nade to try to report them
soon after --
Yes.

-- you | earned they di sappeared?
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VW had a case here of -- the beautiful girl. She

[ived at the Mar Hotel. Jennifer. Jennifer.
Jennifer from R chnond. And she would go out on
the street. And the Mar Hotel is right at
Qppenhei mer Park, but they used to stand under the
Patricia Hotel right in there, and there was an
alley. That's where these guys would pick up
these girls. Well, this guy that lived in the Mar
Hotel -- it's a room ng house, but nost of them
keep their doors open. They see who's com ng and

going. So | can't -- what's the guy's nane?

MB. ENS: Noel .

Noel . Noel was his nanme. And he used to go out
there, and this is -- this was |i ke in Novenber,
Decenber. It was cold outside. So he'd go out

and buy her a cup of coffee and bring it out to
her on the corner when she'd be out there
prostituting. Well, he sees her, goes around to
get a cup of -- walks to the little conveni ence
store to bring back the cup of coffee. She's
gone. Ckay. He lives next door to her in this
room ng house, and | don't know what the case was,
because either she had a cat or he kept a key for
her, but he saw her every -- like, he lived next

door. He'd see it. She's working. And it was
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not -- he wasn't a whore guy, and she's a
beautiful young girl, and, you know, it was just
-- it was a friendship. And he cones into us and
says, you know, "I think sonething's wong. This
girl, she hasn't -- she didn't cone back | ast
night." And |I'mgoing, well, you know, |ike --
but he -- you can't fill a m ssing persons report
because she's -- she's a prostitute. So it just
dangl es there until -- so he conmes back the next
day. She hasn't showed up. So he conmes back, so
we try to get it listed as mssing. WlIl, he
can't list her as mssing because he's just a
friend of hers next door. He would see her every
day. They share the same washroons, you know, on
those places. They're just one roomlittle

t hi ngs, you know. So he knows that she is not
around, and -- but you can't do nothing about it
because nobody wi Il take the report. Just the
other day you said in the paper there was a | ady
that was nmurdered, and they went -- and she was
reported mssing by an acquai ntance. GCkay. And
she was found in her apartnment dead. But in those
days -- there we couldn't even get it |isted as
mssing. So fromthe day that she actually goes

mssing until the day it was actually report as a
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m ssing person was sonetine in June, so it was
seven nonths, and that was real quick for the
Vancouver PD. If you got listed mssing within
two years of actually being | ast seen, that was --
| ook at all these people. They've been m ssing
for years and years before they're even

reported you' ve got a problem

And sonething el se that you raise, M. Bates, as
well is the sources of information that are

avail able to |l earn nore about these wonen's |ives
and their com ngs and goi ngs, and you've

hi ghlighted going to the hotels or the managers or
t he nei ghbours of these wonen woul d be sources of

informati on that woul d be avail abl e.

Sure. You got sonebody on the street, | nean, it

was -- | was not a police officer, so you could

cone in and talk to nme, and | could go around the

corner, |I'd say, "Have you seen such and such and
if they've been around?" "Ch, yeah, they were
just yesterday." "Ckay." They're in our -- "Have
you seen then?" "No." | nean --

It's a very close community?
It's very close. | could go -- it's only about
ei ght square blocks. 1In that eight square bl ocks

it is -- you could not live down there and not --
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In chief by Ms. Brooks

| could find you. They would be down at the

Downt own Eastside Wnen's Centre. You woul d go
down there. You'd go to The 44 to have a $2 | unch
or breakfast. You'd go, native, up to the
Friendship Centre. |If you're down there, |I'm
going to find you, but we can't get you listed
because nobody's going to go | ook.

BROOKS: M. Ens, just going back to this conplaint that
you made in January of 1997, it's to the chief
const abl e?

ENS:  Yes.

BROOKS: Were you in the habit of witing letters to the
chi ef constabl e?

ENS: No.

BROOKS: So this, you thought, was a nore serious nmatter?

ENS: Yeah, because | was really disappointed and
frustrated, | guess to say, that | thought after
Mary and Dorothy had gone m ssing and speaking to
Sandy's supervisor, or | thought he was her
supervi sor, about sonme of the issues that things
woul d have been different, so to find out, I|ike,
two years later that this was still continuing, it
really bothered ne that --

BROOKS: And it was Chief Canuel at the tine, was it?

ENS: It was Chief Canuel, but | believe right at that tine
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he was | ooking at retirenent, and | think he was
on time off or on -- and there would be an acting
chief, because |I renenber there was sonething in
there and so who do | nmake the letter out to,
Chief Canuel or to the acting constable.

What response did you get to this conplaint?

I, ny -- okay. It's been nmany years, but fromthe
best of ny recollection | believe it was in March
of that year, because this letter's witten in
January, Bob Cooper cane and nmet with Dorothy and
| in our office, and basically I was told that M.
Caneron was very, very disappointed that | would
al l ege any such treatnent and that -- and, first
of all, that -- especially any kind of racism and
-- because she had recei ved many conmendati ons
over the years and sone from you know, the
Aboriginal Friendship Centre, and | basically just
said, "Well, you know that was then, this is now,
and it seens to ne things haven't changed," and it
was -- for ne -- and especially because the nom
being told, "Well, we're not a baby-sitting
service," and having had grandnma two years earlier
go through that same thing, being told, "W're not
a baby-sitting service. Don't bother us," and

then al nost verbatimtwo years | ater we have
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anot her grandma or another nother being told this
about her daughter, it really -- it bothered ne,
and so -- but then in that sane neeting | was told
that basically we were dealing with a civilian
enpl oyee and that they couldn't deal with that.

If it was a police officer, it's one thing, but
when it's a civilian, and so --

Was there ever any suggestion that there be a
nmeeting with you fol ks and sone of the
conpl ai nants and Sandy Caneron and trying to sort

through this issue? Ws that ever suggested?

M5. BROCKS:
MB. ENS: No.
MR. BATES:

| renmenber Bob Cooper, short guy, really dapper,
dapper, and you -- you couldn't get -- you got --
if you got in front of Sandy's face, then Bob
Cooper cone round and sort of, "Ckay, okay, be
nice civilians and we're going to go up and nake
sure sonme problemgets solved.” Well, he's a
detective. And then he goes up and does what he's
going to do, but we don't know what the hell he's
even doing. And he says, "Well, okay, | think we
got it under control now, so everybody go back to
their little lives and it's under control,"” you
know, but we never know. It just kept going on

and on.
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You're not kept informed about how --
Not hi ng.
-- it's being handled. And if we turn to tab 3,
there is a nmeno here that's witten by Sergeant
Cooper to Inspector Biddleconbe, and it's dated
January 9th, 1998, and he states in this neno that
hi m and Detective Constable Tenpest, who you deal t
with regularly --
Ed Tenpest, yes.
-- met with Freda Ens and Morris Bates of the
Pol i ce Native Liaison.
Bot h have received conplaints in the recent
past from peopl e who have been rebuffed by
staff at both the Public Information Counter
and Communi cati ons when attenpting to file
M ssing Persons Reports. Anong the reasons
supplied for not taking reports are:
1. That the reportee is only a friend of
the m ssing person as opposed to a
rel ative.
2. That the person nust be m ssing for
24 hours before a report can be
t aken.
3. That just because the reportee has

not seen the person doesn't nean they
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are m ssing.

And he states:
This situation has becone a source of great
frustration for these people and has
reinforced the inpression that because they
are Native or residents of the Downtown
Eastside, the police don't care about them
and apply a different standard. Wile these
people tend to live a transient and nore
unstable life-style than nost, if they care
enough to contact the police they should be
listened to and taken seriously in the first
i nstance.

And then he goes on to describe a case that you

outlined, M. Bates, that he says woul d have

caused great enbarrassnment to the departnent had

it become public. Can you tell us about what the

-- what he's referring to there? Do you recal

t hat instance?

No, | don't. You understand, | had over 800 active

files, and a BC file was into 5,000. ay. |

mean, at one tine | had done the stats. |In order
to get our noney funding we had to -- we had to
talk to you, I've got to wite it down, wite your

name, your address, who it is, what we talked
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about. Now, that's just a BC file. That neans if
| need you later. A files nean it's an active
file, we've got a report going down. Ckay. One
day we had a record of 144 walk-ins and calls in
one day, and there was just nyself, Mrilyn, and
Freda. Well, George. But that -- they would not
be handling those particular calls. They only
handled a call -- | nean, if sonebody cane in and
sai d sonebody kicked her kitty, well, I wouldn't
get Jay or Ceorge to say, you know, we've got to
talk to this. | nean, they got cases that, you
know -- and that's not their job either. That's
how busy the office was down there. So if you're
asking ne, 1'd need a little bit nore than --
tinme. Gve ne an incident nunber or whatever.
mean, you' d have to give ne nore than this right
here.
Ms. Ens, this is a year |ater now, and you're
still facing the sane problens and still raising
the sanme concerns. Wat response did you get
after you had that neeting with Sergeant Cooper?
Do you recall anyone com ng back to you and
telling you what steps were going to be taken?

| don't. And later on that year, in Cctober of

1998, | was asked to present at a conference for
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civilian oversight in | aw enforcenent, and at that
conference | presented, and | didn't nention nanes
or anything, but | stated the issues that we were
havi ng around our m ssing persons and that, and at
the coffee break | had three Internal Affairs guys
come up and talk to ne fromthe Vancouver Police
Departnent, and they said to ne, "Freda, you
didn't even have to nention nanmes,"” which

didn't, "W know exactly who you're talking
about." And the one detective said, "Yes," he
said, "ny dad was an officer, police officer. 20
years ago he tried to have sonething done with
this sane woman and the sanme kind of thing

happeni ng,"” and that there were binders of
conplaints. And there were three of them | knew
the one, but | didn't know the other two, but |
know t he one tal ked about his dad, but one of them
made a comment that it's because she had dirt on
sonmebody way up in the union that protected her
job. And, like, for nme, I'mlike just little old
me. | don't know -- | nmean, | was told by Chief
Canuel at one point if at any tine | needed to
talk to him if there was anything, cone on over,
come on over. | did that once, and | was very

quickly told that I was not follow ng protocol and
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that | was to go through the rank and order, and

BROOKS: Wio woul d that have been?

ENS: That --

BROOKS: Wio should you have gone to?

ENS: First ny officers, constables. The inspector.
Whoever the inspector was on our board, and that
-- basically that was how | would deal with it.

BROOKS: Did you raise these concerns at board neetings?

ENS: Yes, we had raised sonme of the concerns and issues at
board neetings, and --

BROOKS: And the inspectors there would have been Inspector
Greer and | nspector Beach?

ENS: Ch, there were several. W had |Inspector Bob Tayl or,

we had Chris Bjornrud, we had Chris Beach,
MacKay- Dunn, Greer, MGQuinness. And it changed
all the tine.

BROOKS: Were you satisfied wwth any steps that were taken
as a result of the concerns that you rai sed about
this at the board neeting?

ENS: Well, you have to understand that when Mary and
Dorothy went m ssing, and, like, we're really --
i ke, our office was very, very busy. W were
taking all kinds of calls. W had a |ot of

spousal assaults and crimnal injury conpensation.
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W were very busy, and it wasn't that these things
didn't matter, but, you know, you kind of think,
okay, if | bring a concern to themthey're going
to deal wth it and they're going to deal with it
in their -- however they deal with it, but |'ve
left it with them they're going to deal wth it.
So we were just trying to do the work that was
there and that needed to be done.
Can | respond to this one here?
Yes.
If you would I|ike.
You're referring to the neno that Sergeant Cooper
w ot e?
Can you read that out to nme? It says, "One recent
case..." Can you read that, please?
Sur e.
One recent case outlined by M. BATES woul d
have greatly enbarrassed the Departnent had
it beconme public.
Do you want nme to keep readi ng?

Keep goi ng.

A femal e attended the Public I nformation

Counter and | ater phoned Conmuni cations to

report her boyfriend mssing. She apparently
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tried to do this on nore than one occasion
and was refused every tine. After 2 weeks
she sought assistance fromthe Police -
Native Liaison. Police - Native Liaison
staff contacted Detective Constable TEMPEST
who checked and informed them that the
boyfriend had died 2 weeks previously. Had
sonmeone taken 5 mnutes to fill out the

M ssing Persons Report at the tine, the
connection woul d have been nmade very quickly.
In addition to the woman's prol onged angui sh,
this resulted in needless effort and expense
in the Public Trustee's Ofice who had to
open an investigation when information on
next of kin would have been easily obtained

fromthe reportee at the outset.

See, exactly what | explained to you. The person

comes in there and says it's mssing. They try to
get upstairs. Finally they come into ny office
and say, "Well, we're trying to get this person
listed as mssing." So what do | do, | just go --
| just put a speed dial to Ed Tenpest. | just

say, "Ed, I'm|looking for such and such," da, da,
da, da, da. "Ch, yeah, they've been dead for two

weeks." dick. And I'msitting there, |ike,
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okay. Like, | nean, it took ne as long as | just
told you. That's howlong it took nme to find out
that this person is dead, and then -- and that
just took a second of saying, "Look, this person
is mssing. W don't know." For those weeks that

this person sits and then all at a once, "Oh,

yeah, by the way, the person's dead." | nean,
that's how fast you can find people there, |ike |
sai d.

Ri ght .

| told you, if they're not dead and they're not in
the hospital and they're not in jail, well,

they' re breathing there sonepl ace.

Detecti ve Constabl e Lawson and Detective Constable
Johns, what puzzles ne about this is that the nmeno
here states that Sergeant Cooper's identifying a
concern raised by First Nations people and
residents of the Downtown Eastside, and he says
that there's an inpression that because they are
native the police don't care about them and apply
a different standard, so |I'm wondering, you know,
about the communi cation wthin the departnent.
Were you aware that these issues were going on?
These are the people that you' re supposed to be

devel oping rel ati onships with and presenting a
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positive image of the police. D d anyone cone to
you and say, "W need to work on this"?
No, nobody cane.

It's not their thing.

And Detective Constable Lawson, did anyone cone to
you?

No. Wth regards to people com ng and conpl ai ni ng
of other police officers or -- I'mnot exactly
under st andi ng.

Specifically, Sergeant Cooper has identified a
concern here that's been raised by Ms. Ens and M.
Bates that there's an inpression wthin the First
Nations community that they're being treated
differently by the police and a different standard
is applied to themw th respect to m ssing persons
reports, and so it seens to ne that that would
trigger your involvenent as the Native Liaison

of ficers who are supposed to be --

Cooper is a detective. He's above everybody.

These guys are constables. They're beat cops.
They're not even -- they're in there for the
community. And so when you give it to Cooper,
Cooper goes upstairs and finds out what the
problemis. He doesn't go downstairs and say,

"Ckay, guys." | nean, if there's a problem he's
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got -- it goes up, like, and it -- | nean, it's
like -- like telling a junior, junior constable
that we have a problem here, but you got -- and

the guy that you're telling it to or sonething is
the detective up on the third floor. Well, he's
got to find out what's going on. That's his job.
It gets up there.

What |' m wondering, and maybe Detective Johns and
Detective Lawson, you can help nme out with this,
is that the Native Liaison Unit is established to
build positive relationships wth the police. Are
you having neetings with nenbers of the departnent
sharing concerns fromthe First Nations comunity
about various issues that they may be having wth
the police? Wat kind of information sharing
occurs there?
| think what we're doing here is that we're not
quite sure of what our job was. Qur office is
within the society, and we are liaising with the
native community, and so the society nay have
problens with people within the departnent that we
may not know about and they have neetings, whereas
we're out on the road and we're -- you know, we
could be in Squam sh, we could be all sorts of

pl aces. So are we part of that conplaint? No.
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M5. BROCKS:
MR. JOHNS:
M5. BROCKS:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

And does a detective have to cone to us? No.

Don't you think it would have been hel pful to have
that kind of communication with you so that you
have M. Bates and Ms. Ens, who are really the
voice of their clients comng in and telling them
concerns that they're having, and they're trying
to work with their clients and figure out what can
be done, and the concern really is between, in
this case anyway, the First Nations clients and
them getting stopped sonewhere in the police
department in terns of a very serious issue?

Wul d it have hel ped for you to have been inforned

about that?

Sure, but this is one aspect of many different

things that we do, and so |like |I was saying, Freda
and Morris, they have nore clout being civilians
than we do as being constables, and we're stil
liaising with other agencies and ot her people, so
what's there happening in the storefront is that
we may not be aware of what's going on.

And Detective Constable Lawson, what Detective
Constabl e Johns just said, that M. Bates and M.
Ens has nore clout, what do you say about that,

Wi thin the departnent than you do? |Is that your

experience as well ?
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MR. BATES:

M5. BROCKS:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

Well, they may not have as many hurdl es as we do,
which makes it a lot easier for themto get the
direct pipeline to the upstairs offices or people
involved in the different specialized units.

Did you feel that you had a lot of clout with the

depart nent ?

ENS: No, definitely not.
Not with the departnment, but if -- | could do --

could do things and go places that the police
officers could not go. If | wanted to find
sonebody, | don't have a hippocratical oath, I'm
enpl oyed, so if they go and start going down to
Soci al Services and says, "W want to find this
person,"” they're going to get blown off in two
seconds, where | could phone up sonebody and say,
"Look, I"'mreally trying to find this person," you
know what, "Il probably find them but they can't
go into that because they can't go as officers and
say, "Ckay, we want to do this." You can't.

You' ve got to go through different channels. So |
could get into places as a victimservice worker
that they couldn't.

And - -

THE COMM SSI ONER:  Have you seen any change in your

relationship with the police?
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

MR. BATES: | don't know. They fired ne in 2003. | haven't
heard shit.

M5. BROOKS: When did the native --

THE COW SSIONER: | got a frank answer there. Certainly don't
mess around with words, do you, sir.

MR. BATES: |I'mtoo old for that.

M5. BROOKS: Wien did the Native Liaison Society shut down?

MR. BATES: June 2003.

M5. BROOKS: Does it exist today?

MR. BATES: No. They took -- they came and took ne and threw

me in the street, fired Freda and took all of our
reports. And we nust have had 5,000 reports, and
you got -- | nean, we had shel ves of evidence that
we don't know where they're at, and we got a
couple little docunents here. So they just
stopped it right then. | think that we were kind
of an enbarrassnent. W could have been an
enbarrassnent to them to the Vancouver Police
Departnent, because we were actually doing the job
of finding these people, and they didn't give a
care about them And | think if you go to the
files, that's where you're going to find -- that's
where it all stopped. And so you've got this big
mess out there, so if you get rid of the Native

Li aison, that stops all that. Al those boxes are
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In chief by Ms. Brooks

gone, | nean, files and files. They took 24 boxes
out of ny office personally, just ny office, and
then the whole Native Liaison | think they got
about 12.

THE COW SSI ONER: One of the comments that have been nmade here
in evidence is that you would be nore effective as
a liaison society if you noved out of the police
station.

MR. BATES: No. No.

MR. JOHNS: No.

THE COW SSIONER: You're all saying no. A reason that we're
given here is that nore people fromthe abori ginal
community would cone to you --

MR. BATES: No.

THE COW SSIONER:  -- if you were not in the police station.

M5. ENS: No.

MR. BATES: It gave us -- being inside the police departnment
gave us conplete credibility. You can't stick us
in sonme corner in sone alley and say this is where
we're going to get things done. No. W sat
Vancouver Police Departnent and the Vancouver
Police Native Liaison. They had their own
entrance at 312 Main, we had ours at 324. You
wal k in a separate door, but you' re connected down

the hallway. No. Qur presence inside the police
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VS.

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

departnent gave us the credibility.

ENS: And before we noved from3 -- 239 Main Street, where
we were originally, to 324 Main Street we did do a
survey with our clients and the community itself
to see if people would still access our services,
and they definitely said it didn't matter where we
were; if they needed us, they would find us.

BROOKS: You track the nunber of clients that cone in every
month. Did you notice any change?

BATES: | told you, we had 144 wal k-ins and calls in one
day. | kept the stats of them The m ni num we
ever had was maybe about --

ENS: The | owest was 700 --

BATES: Sonething like that. But, | nmean, we m ght have
20, and that would be on Wl fare Wdnesday, so --
but after -- by Friday on Wl fare Wdnesday week
we'd have, like, 70 people -- calls. It was a |lot
of people going through that office. So that
guestion | say is -- it was overworked. [If we
woul d have had -- we could have used nore staff,
nor e everyt hi ng.

ENS: At that point we did have two Native Liaison
officers, and at that point our office was so busy
with overload that we could have used one, if not

two nore officers, but once they shut down Native
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

Liaison it reverted back to just one officer, 25
per cent of his time was -- was towards the native
community. And so the community says that they
need Native Liaison back, but what they need is
they need that structure where it was set up where
they not only had the staff being able to do the
wor k, but they also needed the officers, at |east
m nimumtwo officers full tine.

Lori Shenher was working for M ssing Wnens, okay,
and she's only a part-tine junior constable, and
she's put on M ssing Persons, okay. She was there
two years because finally when she said she quit,
she coul dn't get nothing done, they put her
working part tinme with Ed Tenpest, so when Ed took
off on Friday, then she had to cover, and then he
tells her if you want to find out about m ssing
persons go down and talk to Morris. She cones
down and talks to ne, and | open up the stuff and
all the stuff. She's |like wow. And she had been
wor king with M ssing Persons supposedly for two
years, and we never ever saw her. She never even
canme in.

And this touches on the extent to which
informati on was shared. Here you are a

resource --
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

BATES: Yeah.

BROOKS: -- for the Mssing Persons investigators.

BATES: And she's the only person in charge of M ssing
Persons, and | never saw her once. | nean, when |
did, she'd already quit.

BROOKS: So you saw -- you did -- she did cone to visit
your office?

BATES: She cane -- | think she cane tw ce, but she had
al ready transferred out of Mssing Persons. She
was just working part tinme with Ed Tenpest on the
coroner's |iaison.

BROOKS: Wien did you first learn that there was an
i nvestigation specifically into m ssing wonen?

ENS: | think for -- after -- after Tanya's di sappearance,
for us it was around when the whole Kim Rossno,
you know, that whole thing, and Sarah de Vries
went mssing, and then it was Sarah de Vries's
si ster Maggi e and Sandra Gagnon, and Janet Henry
had been one of the girls that used to conme to our
office. They put -- they were fighting trying to
put pressure on for the m ssing persons poster.
mean, for us, you have to understand the work that
we were doing and all of the things we were doing.
Even when Janet went mssing we didn't hear about

it right away, and Janet was sonebody that -- that
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

the last tine | renmenber and saw Janet, Marilyn
and | had taken Janet and another girl to a
treatnment centre out in Surrey, and she stayed
there for a while and then left. So for ne it was
like if you didn't hear it, like if they didn't
cone in and actually tell you, we didn't know
about it.

BATES: Yeah, we never heard. W were never told.

BROOKS: Did anyone ever cone down and say, "Just so you

know - -

BATES: No.

BROOKS: -- we're doing an investigation into m ssing
wonen" ?

BATES: MNo. | can't renenber -- | nean, we couldn't even

get them past M ssing Persons up there |let alone
sonebody saying, "Ch, | think we're |ooking into
t hese people.” W could have maybe hel ped a | ot
of this stuff, but we -- the first tinme | think I
got -- | gave you a poster. That's the first tine
| thought that they have done sonet hi ng.
BROOKS: When you received the posters that they had --
BATES: Yeah, and | had the ones where these people are
dead on it, and this one are -- you know, and we
never -- we never knew.

BROOKS: D d they give you the poster to put up in your
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

office? How did you cone to receive the poster?

They brought the poster -- sonebody -- no, | think
we probably stole it. You couldn't -- they
woul dn't give you that type of stuff. | nean,
getting stuff fromupstairs would be like -- you'd

have to know sonebody and say, "Ch, yeah, here's
sonme posters.” They never cane down and says,
"You know, these m ssing wonen are all -- these
are mssing people.” It was never done |ike that.
| nmean, | worked there for 10 years, and | net --
a guy was in charge of diversity. | met himin

W nni peg, and he was in charge of diversity with

t he Vancouver PD. He had been in that position
for, like, six, seven years, and he had never ever
stepped into the Vancouver Police Native Liaison
office or the Chinese storefront. And |I was
introduced to him He introduced hinself at a big
mul ticultural policing conference in Wnnipeg in
front of all these people sitting there, "Ch, |I'm
the police officer fromthe Vancouver PD," and |
went, "Wiat?" Like, where did this guy cone from
You know. | nean, like this is -- this is the

| ack of communi cation that was there.

THE COMM SSI ONER: How nuch | onger are you going to be?

About 15 nore m nutes.
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

COW SSI ONER:  Are they back tonorrow?

BROOKS:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER:  (kay. Are we going to have enough tine?
You're taking up --

BROOKS: No, we have the panel for tonorrow.

COW SSI ONER: Al right. Ckay.

BROOKS: We'll take as nuch tine as we need. There's lots
of tine.

COW SSI ONER: Ckay.

REG STRAR.  The hearing is now recessed for 10 m nutes.
( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 2:55 P. V.)
( PROCEEDI NGS RESUMED AT 3:15 P.V.)

REG STRAR. Order. The hearing is now resuned.

BROOKS: Detective Constable Lawson, when did you first
| earn that there was a m ssing wonen
i nvestigation?

LAWBON: | actually went to see -- pictures in the
newspaper was probably ny first instance.

BROOKS: No one fromthe departnent canme and conmuni cat ed
anyt hi ng about the investigation to you?

LAWSON:  They did not.

BROOKS: No one cane and asked you when you were
comuni cating with the aboriginal organizations to
warn themor let them know that there was an

i nvestigation into the disappearance of m ssing
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BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

wonen, i ncluding many aborigi nal wonen?
No.
And were you given any posters to distribute to
any of the aboriginal organi zations?
| was not.
And Detective Constable Johns, | know that you
left the liaison unit in 1998.
That's correct.
Did you have any conmuni cation about the m ssing
wonen investigations before you left?
| did not.
Now, we've heard allegations that system c bias
was a factor in why it took so long to arrest
Pickton, and |I'd like to hear your views on
whet her you think that played a role at all, and,
M. Bates, why don't we start with you.
Can you run that question by ne again? That's a
very |large question. Say it again.
W' ve heard that bias played a role in the m ssing
wonen investigations. Wat's your view about
t hat ?
| don't know if it was as nuch bias -- yes, there
was bi as because of their lifestyles and they had
i ssues with drugs, alcohol, a |ot of those

different kinds of things. That's a really tough
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J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

question to say that. | nean --

THE COW SSIONER:  If you're not able to answer it, then that's

5 5 D

fine, we understand that.

BATES: Yeah. Ckay. Let ne just |eave that alone.

BROOKS: Ns. Ens, do you have any remarks about that?

ENS: | renenber when Dorothy Purcell, she said three
strikes, you're out. |If you're aboriginal is one
of them if you're addicted, or if you live in the
Downt own Eastside. Any of those, you' re out. One
of the things that for me was really inportant,
and Morris touched on that earlier, that this
isn't a race issue, and when | had ny support
group for famlies of m ssing and nurdered wonen,
| had many of the famly nenbers that attended,
worked with famlies whose daughters were
mur der ed, and those daughters -- they weren't able
to see those daughters when they were being
buried, and so the issues that they spoke of when
they tal ked about their |loved one, and | talked to
Dorot hy, for exanple, about her m ssing daughter,

t hose i ssues were so nmuch the sane in that the
feelings of people were getting tired of |istening
to themor hearing themand that, and so | had an
i nformal kind of a support group, and that support

group was -- it wasn't for all aboriginal. W had
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

famly menbers of sone of these wonen. W had
Aive Aajide, who's sitting here today, and |I'm
t hankful that she's able to be here, Linda Joe,
who is the nother of Cheryl Joe, and Linda's
sister's here today as well, and Dorothy and sone
of the other famly nenbers that cane. They
weren't all aboriginal. And | remenber one of the
mons, Kerry Koski's nmom saying the Vancouver
Police Departnment's M ssing Persons section was

m ssi ng, you know, and she really hit that on the
head. But when we started the support group and
the famly menbers decided they wanted to have
some kind of a synbol in honour of their |oved
ones, in honour of their daughters, they were
tal ki ng about different col oured ribbons,
different things that they could do, and we'd have
nmeetings and tal k about it, and when they deci ded
on the nedicine wheel, it was really inportant to
each one of those nothers that were there and
famly menbers that the nedicine wheel be a part
of it, and the reason for the nedicine wheel was
because they felt that the nedici ne whee
represented all races and that all races were
equal , that not one was nore inportant than the

other, and that this was a wonen's issue, it was a
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In chief by Ms. Brooks

poverty issue, and it was an addictions issue.
That's what they were looking at it as, and they
were there to support each other, and that was
inmportant. And so for us it was really inportant
because they were all races and it wasn't, "Wll,
you can't cone because you're not aboriginal."
There's a lot of intermarriage in our comunities,
whether it's black or it's white or it's, you
know, Asian. There's a lot of inter -- you know,
so that was sone of what we realized and we dealt
with. So you were wel cone whet her you were bl ack
or not and white, Asian, aboriginal, many
different -- so that was sonething for us that
was -- so the bias -- and | have to say when |
wote ny letter in 1997 to Chief Canuel, at that
tinme | did feel it was a race issue and that
because we were aboriginal, but it wasn't until |
started neeting like Kerry Koski's famly and
Helen Hallmark's famly and the different famly
menbers, that hearing their stories and realizing
that those famly nmenbers were treated just the
sane. Patricia Johnson's famly being treated
just the same as our aboriginal famlies, in the
way they were being treated when they tried to

report their |loved one as m ssing and being
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

di sm ssed and being told not to bother us. So for
me, | think that was a really big learning for ne.
And to sit in that very first famly neeting in
October of 2001 and see sone of these famlies
that were sitting there, and they were upper

m ddl e class white famlies. They had lost their
| oved one, and their pain was just the sanme as our
aboriginal famlies, and Ms. Oajide' s pain was
just the sane as everybody. The pain is all the
same. The reality is the sane for them when
they've lost their loved one. So trying to nake
it arace issue, it isn't. You |look at that
poster. Those wonen were all races, you know, and
| think when you di scount one, when you put one
above the other, you're discounting the others,
and that's not fair. And it's not fair to the
children of these wonen. Each one of these wonen
-- we have 85 children that are notherless. They
have lost their nother. And when we start making
it a race issue and we're discounting one over the
other, I"'msorry, that's not right.

Det ecti ve Constabl e Lawson and Johns, | know t hat
you weren't involved in the m ssing wonen

i nvestigations. Do you have any comments at al

to make on this topic?
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
In chief by Ms. Brooks

| don't have any.

don't have a coment on this per se, but | think
that you're talking 1995. | think as a nenber of
t he Vancouver Police Departnent that m stakes were
made, starting with Kim Rossno, and, you know,

i nformati on not being passed on. | think that
since then the departnent has grown, has changed a
ot of the ways that they do things. And |I'm not
sayi ng that because |I'ma nenber or anything. |
think that, one, it's a shock to think that in
this beautiful city that we have sonebody that
preys, one person that preys on a |ot of people
and a serial killer, and that's just sonething
that even as a police officer you think, you know,
that's just in books and novies and things. It's
very hard to take. | think it nmade us grow a | ot
as a police departnment with this happening.

think the city's changed a | ot.
And we'll get into that. | understand, M.

Conmm ssioner, | understand that Ms. Narbonne is
going to be addressing recommendations with the
panel, so those are ny questions, and |'mgoing to

hand it over to her now.

THE COW SSIONER: All right. Thank you.

M5. NARBONNE:

Thank you, M. Conm ssioner. M nane is Suzette
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

Nar bonne, and | am i ndependent counsel for the
aboriginal interests. | wll start, if | could,
with just a couple of exhibits. W have handed up
a book of docunents called Vancouver Police &
Native Liaison Society Docunents, and |'d ask if

t hose could be nmade the next exhibit.

REG STRAR.  Ms. Narbonne, did you wish that to be narked as
an exhibit, full exhibit, or do you wsh that to
be marked as non-redacted?

NARBONNE: Yes. Thank you. Non-redacted.

REG STRAR. That will be Exhibit 119NR
(EXH BIT 119NR:  Binder entitled Vancouver Police
& Native Liaison Society Docunents)

NARBONNE: And then we have al so handed up two naps.

REG STRAR Wi ch one would you like to start with?

NARBONNE: Were --

REG@ STRAR. | have them back here. Which one would you
like?

NARBONNE: The territorial map wll be the next exhibit,
pl ease. Sorry, |1've got them backwards. That is
the map of the bands of British Colunbia, and the
other one is the territorial map. Sorry. From ny
di stance here. M. Comm ssioner, |'ll just get
copi es.

REG STRAR:  Yes, if you have a copy for the comm ssioner
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Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

particularly so he can see it.

M5. NARBONNE: Doing it in reverse order here. | amagoing to
ask that these be exhibits. It |looks |like -- do
we have the copies? These are the maps of the
bands. W're just looking for our territorial
maps.

THE REA STRAR:  The map of British Colunbia, you want it marked
as an exhibit, full exhibit?

M5. NARBONNE: Yes, please.

THE REA STRAR It will be marked as nunmber 120.

(EXH BIT 120 - Map)

CROSS- EXAM NATION BY M5. NARBONNE: I'Il just rely on this now
because, |I'msorry, M. Conm ssioner, we don't
seemto have the other one with us right -- copies

for the conm ssion. So of course now that |'ve
had you put that one map up I'll ask you to switch
it for the other one. |Is that the same as this?
Thank you. Once that map is up there I'"'mgoing to
start by just giving nyself a geography lesson, if
| can. M. Ens, you've said you' re fromthe Haida

Band; is that right?

»

ENS: Yes.

»

NARBONNE: And can you, |ooking at that map up there, can
you show us -- do you have the pointer -- show us

where that is? GCkay. That's what was fornerly
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call ed the Queen Charlotte Islands, now Hai da
Gnaii, right?

ENS: Yeah.

NARBONNE: And are you a nenber of the Masset Band there?

ENS: Yes. dd Masset.

NARBONNE: Sorry?

ENS: The O d Masset Band.

NARBONNE: dd Masset. That's the top part of the islands;
is that right?

ENS:  Yes.

NARBONNE: M. Bates, is your band shown on there?

BATES: Let's see. WIllians Lake, | guess. 719 or 716. |

can't see that far.

NARBONNE: | woul d say 719.
BATES: Right around there sonmeplace. ay. I|I'mfromthe
Wl liam Lake Indian Band. | think I --

NARBONNE: And M. Lawson, Detective Lawson.

LAWBON: That's WIIlians Lake.

NARBONNE: And while you have that pointer in your hand,
you're from Port Sinpson; is that right?

LAWSON: That's correct.

NARBONNE: And that's near where | hail from Prince
Rupert, correct?

LAWSON: R ght there.

NARBONNE: Wien did you | eave Port Sinpson?

154



© 00 N oo o A~ W N Pk

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R R
a A W N P O ©O 0O N OO o M WO N +—» O

25 D

2 B

5 3

VS.

LAWSON:
NARBONNE:
LAWSON:

NARBONNE:
LAWSON:

NARBONNE:

LAWSON:
NARBONNE:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

1967.

'67. Wiere did you go to?
| actually noved to Vancouver to continue with ny
education for high school.

And is your famly still in Port Sinpson?

The majority of ny famly noved out of --
everybody's noved out of Port Sinpson. They're
now living or residing in Prince Rupert, which is
just one step or junp away fromit right there.
The next dot .

So Port Sinmpson is still there, but you're
famly's all noved to the city; is that right?
That's correct. Sorry.

Now, | appreciate the coments about this not
being a race issue. It's an issue about people,
right, and it's an issue about m ssing people.

The Downt own Eastside, though, has -- is

grossly -- has a grossly over-representative

popul ati on of aboriginal people, right? They nmake
up 5 per cent of Canada's popul ation, and yet they
make up sonething like 30 to 70 per cent of the
popul ati on of the Downtown Eastside. M. Ens, was

t hat your experience fromyour work there?

ENS: The nunbers have changed a bit. | thought we nade up

3 per cent of the total population of Canada. Now
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you're saying we're 5 per cent?

NARBONNE: |'mthrow ng that nunmber at you. 3, 5. There
were a lot nore than that percentage in the
Downt own Eastsi de, right?

JOHNS: Oh, yeabh.

ENS: Yeah.

NARBONNE: And the people who cane into your office, were
they largely First Nations? Wre they al
di fferent groups?

ENS: They were all different --

NARBONNE: |'Il start with Freda.

ENS: Al different groups. Like | said, if we're dealing
wth a famly, we could be dealing with a spousal
assault, the couple could be First Nations/Afghan,
First Nations/black. You know, it could be
anything. First Nations and white. So it --

NARBONNE: Ckay. And, M. Bates, what was your experience?
Who was com ng in your doors?

BATES: | wote in the books a partridge in a pear tree.
Everything was com ng through there. There was
no -- there was no -- it was just an open door
that was confortable, and we had two police
constables that you could talk to right now who
woul d take your information for you. W were

there -- there were people sitting there at 8:30
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when | got there. There would be people sitting

there. It was totally nmulticultural. It was not
just -- although it says First Nations, it didn't
mean t hat.

NARBONNE:  Yes.

BATES: It actually just nmeans that you could get inside
the police departnent, get to sonebody who could
connect you a lot faster.

NARBONNE: Ms. Ens, why did you originally think it was a
race issue back in '97?

ENS: Well, first, when Dorothy and Mary went m ssing and
dealing with the young 12-year-old, they were al
First Nations, and then when Dorothy cane in about
Tanya and tal ked about the way she had been
treated, and | know she felt very strongly that
that's what it was, but when talking to the other
famlies and the way they had been treated, there
was no difference.

NARBONNE:  Ri ght .

ENS: They were all treated poorly.

NARBONNE: The common denom nator was that they lived
there? Ws it the addiction? Wat was the common
denom nat or ?

ENS: Well, poverty was one of the main things, the poverty

that they lived in. The other thing was the -- |
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mean, Downtown Eastside is supposed to be the
poorest zip code in Canada, right, and so if your
address was there or you had dealings down there.
The addi ctions were another really big issue. O
sonetinmes they called them dual diagnosis, if they
were nmental health as well, which after they
closed Riverview there were a |ot of people that
ended up in the Downtown Eastside that never
shoul d have been there.

NARBONNE:  Yes.

ENS: And they were preyed on. They were vul nerable.

NARBONNE: M. Bates, you were going to say sonething.

BATES: Well, no, it's just that in the Downtown Eastside
-- | nean, where can you get a roomfor $325 a
nont h.

NARBONNE:  Ri ght .

BATES: And --

NARBONNE: Wi ch was what wel fare would all ow a person for

l'iving?

BATES: Yes, they're allowed 325, and that's -- it's
basically why all these SRO roons -- | nean, you
get alittle -- if you look at it, 325 buys you

about a little bit bigger than this square box
here, but if you do the ratio of the anount of

money that's actually spent, it's nore per square
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foot for that little roomthan you can buy a
condo.

NARBONNE:  Yes.

BATES: | nean, it's -- a lot of people gravitate down
there, native people. The native services down
there. Native health down there. Native
Friendship Centre is down there. | nean, there's
just -- | don't know. Like, it's -- it wasn't a
race issue.

NARBONNE:  Ri ght .

BATES: It was poverty and addictions and all -- the common
denom nator is these wonen had one thing in
common, they were addicted to drugs.

NARBONNE:  Ri ght .

BATES: And you get themin the Downtown Eastside. You
know, it's --

NARBONNE: Wiy was the aborigi nal popul ation so

di sproportionally represented down there?

BATES: Because it's the cheapest place -- | nean, they've
got abori gi nal housing down there. | nean,
they' ve got -- they put themall wthin that
little area. | nmean, | don't know how many -- not
very many people living out in -- except for

Musquearn. They're right there because you can't

get a room you can't get acconmmodati on any pl ace
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for $325 a nonth, and that's what they're down
there for. That's where their -- in those little

roons, and they're horrible.

THE REG STRAR M. Bates, would you nove the m crophone in a

2 B

25 D
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LAWSON:

NARBONNE:

LAWSON:

NARBONNE:

LAWSON:
NARBONNE:
LAWSON:

little closer, please. Thank you.

Det ective Lawson, | amgoing to ask you a couple
of the sane questions. Firstly, who were you
primarily dealing with? Wo was comng in the
doors? O | guess you were going out the door,
right?

W spent nore tine on the road than we did in the
office, but primarily with aboriginal peoples.

Ckay.

Even with the agencies that we went to visit,
there was a mx there as well. It wasn't
necessarily just aboriginal peoples.

No. You agree with ny proposition that
abori gi nal people are disproportionately
represented in the Downtown Eastside?
| do agree with that.

And do you have any theories on why that is?
Different theories fromdifferent people. Just
talking wth the people that do frequent the
agenci es or even the friendship centres, many cone

for education, nmany escaping -- you know, they're
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victins in their own home reserves. | nean,
they're comng here to escape that. But nostly
just trying to escape being a victimagain back in
the reserve. Ohers leaving for education and for
jobs, and if they don't find a job, it's just so
enbarrassing for themto have to go back enpty

handed.

NARBONNE: So they end up there?

LAWSON:

Stayi ng here.

NARBONNE: Staying. And Detective Johns, what's your view

JCHNS:

of that? | take it you agree with ny proposition?
| do. It's the sanme as Comercial Drive is nostly

Italian, South Vancouver is nostly |ndo-Canadi ans,
Pender Street is nostly Asians. So, yeah, it's

where they reside, neet.

NARBONNE: And soneone was preying on the people in that

JCHNS:

communi ty, though, right?

That's correct.

NARBONNE: Wen did it becone apparent, and this is

JCHNS:

directed to the detectives firstly, when did it,
if ever, becone apparent to you during your term
there that a whole |ot of wonmen were going

m ssing? D d you ever notice that?

| did not. | didn't know until the poster came

out.
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LAWBON:  And that's ny sanme opinion as well. It wasn't
until the posters cane out, the papers showed the
pictures that you realized that there nust be
sonet hi ng wong here.

NARBONNE: Ms. Ens, M. Bates, you noticed early on, right,
t hat wonen were goi ng m ssing?

BATES: Yeah, they were going mssing all right.

NARBONNE: Maybe because | don't understand exactly how --
it seens to ne you all got along well, is that
fair to say, the four of you? Anyone disagreeing
with me on that?

BATES:

don't like that one over there.

NARBONNE: O her than that. And did you speak? D d you
have regul ar neetings? How did things work?

LAWSON: W didn't have neetings between the four of us.

NARBONNE: Ckay.

LAWSON: Meetings that -- if there were issues that needed
to be dealt with or there were concerns, we had
i nspectors that represented the departnent that
woul d frequent the board, and they woul d have
their neetings there.

NARBONNE: Ch, okay.

LAWSON:  So what actually happened at the neetings we

weren't entirely privy too, so -- unless there was

sonet hing, | guess, that we could take care of,
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but it never really cane beyond the inspectors.

NARBONNE: Real ly.

LAWBON: It would stay at that |evel.

NARBONNE: Are the society and the unit part of the sane
thing? Like, maybe I"'mnot -- |I'mjust stil
trying to sort that out in ny head.

JOHNS: Yeah, | think that's the m sconception, that we are
together. W worked together but worked two
different entities. So we're in the sane
office -- sane room but we have our own office.
So it's different than the society.

NARBONNE: Al right. Wat about conmunication between the
society and the unit? Was there sone kind of
regul ar conmuni cation at your |evel? Forget the
board. Let's talk about --

BATES: W saw each ot her every day.

NARBONNE:  Ri ght .

BATES: You know. | nmean, we're in the sane office. [|I'm
right there, Jay's over there, Ceorge is over
here, Freda's there, Marilyn's here, and we got a
girl on the desk. W're all sitting right
together. |If sonmething's going on, it was, you
know, a very -- it was one of the best working
rel ationship type of offices that |1've ever been a

part of, but | haven't been a part of very nany,
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but it was great. | nean, if sonmebody cane in to
me and | thought that | couldn't handle it or it
was sonething that -- I'd say, "Ckay, Jay," you

know, and then Jay would say to her, "Ckay." O

Ceorge was right there or Freda. |f sonebody I
didn't know -- sonebody -- Marilyn. You know, it
was -- we all were working together, and we got
along great. | nean, it was just -- it was a very

good working environnment. There was no

ani nosities, no bickering, nothing. It was just,
you know, like -- we got along great. You know,
if I needed sonething, | would ask Jay or, you
know.

And, Ms. Ens, how woul d you describe the working
rel ationshi p? Like, what was the working
relationship rather than it was great or it was
horrible, but what was it? How did you work
t oget her ?

I, just like Murris said, if sonething cane in the
door, sonebody cane in, they had an issue, if it
was sonething that we felt that either George or
Jay or, you know, any of the other officers could
deal with the person there, we would introduce

t hem and, you know, explain, you know, that, you

know, "They have an issue and they'd like to talk
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to you," and so many tines that's how the officers
becane involved. Wth sone of the other things,
when it was sonething |like a sexual assault or
sonething like that, we -- because one of the
conplaints we heard nostly fromvictins was that
they were tired of having to tell and re-tell
their story.

Yes, to yet another officer.

M5. ENS: "Wiy do | have to tell you ny story and then | have

M5. NARBONNE:

MB. ENS: No,

to go tell himny story and then | have to go tell
sonebody el se?" So we tried the best we coul d,
and so if sonebody canme in, then it would be a
matter of, okay, it's a sexual offence, we're
going to call Trish Keen up in Sexual O fence or
Steve McCartney up in Sexual O fence or going to
go to Ed Tenpest with sonmething that maybe the
coroner's dealing wwth or, you know, |ater on we
were able to work very closely with Dan D ckhout
in Mssing Persons or that -- you know, just to --
so that they could tell their story to the person
that was going to take it and take the report and
deal with it.

So that had nothing to do with the rel ationship
with these officers --

it had nothing to do with --
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M5. NARBONNE: -- it had to do with the role that they played,
and you didn't want these wonen being re-
victimzed or these people being re-victimzed?

MB. ENS: Right.

M5. NARBONNE: kay. That nmakes sense. | understand that.
Let's tal k about the m ssing wonmen, and |'m goi ng
to ask about sone specific ones because, | think
at least for ne, that's an easier way to
understand it. Mary went mssing in 1995; is that
right?

M5. ENS: Yes.

M5. NARBONNE: And which officers were with the unit at that
time?

MR. BATES: Jay and Ceorge.

MR. JOHNS: Yeah.

M5. NARBONNE: Both of you were there?

MR. LAWBON: Yes.

M5. NARBONNE: This becane an issue because Mary was soneone
who all of you liked, right, and I know, M. Ens,
you had been preparing her for famly court just
before you went on holidays; is that right?

ENS:  Yes.
M5. NARBONNE: Can you tell us about that?
M5. ENS: Well, Mary was, |like Jay tal ked about -- okay, with

Mary and with a couple other of our girls that had
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worked in the sex trade, Mary found out she was
pregnant. This other girl, | was wal ki ng and saw
her on the street, and her first comment to ne
was, "Freda, | need an abortion. | want -- |'m
not going through this again. |[|'ve |lost too many
kids to the mnistry." So no matter what ny
beliefs or feelings, | need to support her. So |
brought her back to the office, and Jay doesn't
recall as nmuch about that, but it was Jay and
George that got both these wonen into the G ace
Hospital at that time for drug-addicted nons, and
so they both went through their pregnancy at G ace
Hospital, had their babies. And Mary cl eaned up,
and she was doing really good. She had a
beautiful baby that she just absolutely |oved and
adored, and Mary was a really good nom She had
three other children previously and was fighting
to try and get visitation and get her daughter
back into her own custody, and she didn't want to
gi ve up, she wanted to keep fighting to get her
children, and so she did go through the process
and said she had sone court dates upcomng in --
when | was going to be away on ny holidays, and I
told her not to worry about it, | would still cone

and neet with her and we'd go to famly court and,
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you know, support her through that.

NARBONNE: Ckay. Wen | |ooked at the reports, it appears
that she actually never made it to famly court.

ENS: No. No, that was when she -- when we first realized
she went m ssing, because | was off on holidays,
and | called the office. And Mary was a person
that cane in or called. |If she didn't cone in,
she called. And when the office hadn't heard from
her, that was -- that wasn't Mary, so | started to
get concer ned.

NARBONNE: And her mssing famly court nust have been a
big concern to you.

ENS: Pardon?

NARBONNE: Her mssing famly court.

ENS: Yes, because that was very, very inportant to Mary.

NARBONNE: So who do you first speak to about Mary being
m ssi ng?

ENS: Well, | was calling the office and asking the staff,
"Has Mary been in," you know, "Have you seen her?
Have you talked to her." "No." "No." And as
time went on it becane, you know, like, there's
sonmet hi ng wong here, and |'m asking the guys,
calling the office. And then | did at sone
poi nt --

NARBONNE: Wen you said "the guys", you pointed to the two
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det ecti ves?

M5. ENS: Jay and GCeorge.

M5. NARBONNE:

That's okay. W're on the record.

M5. ENS: And, "No, Mary hasn't been in," and -- you know. $So

M5. NARBONNE:

because of the fact that Mary had been clean and
sober, she'd gone 10 nonths cl ean and sober, she
was doing really good, she was in a job training
programthat Jay tal ked about out in Misqueanm and
was being a nomto her newborn and had this
apartnment that she was really proud of, she was
doing a practicumat Marpole Library, and they had
offered her a job, and she was very excited about
that, and when you kind of |ook at all of those
really positive things that were happening for
Mary, for her not to show up or call or -- you
know, it was concerning.

So who do you first report it to?

MB. ENS: | renenber | called the office and tal ked to,

M5. NARBONNE:

bel i eve, Jay probably, and then |I renenber | did
talk to Dave Di ckson, and | asked, like, "Can you
ask other officers, |like other -- you know, guys
that kind of go around the area if they could keep
an eye out if they see Mary or whatever because
this isn't |ike her?"

Dave D ckson, he was -- what was his role there?
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ENS:  Well --

JOHNS: Good questi on.

ENS: Yeah, good questi on.

NARBONNE: What did you think his role there was?

BATES: He was on a 25-year coffee break.

NARBONNE: Put the m crophone in front of you when you
speak, pl ease.

BATES: | was there 10 years, and | couldn't really ever
figure it out. He worked by hinself, and he'd
been down there -- it was pretty political to be
in that area for the -- there was DEYAS and there
was all these different organi zations, and he --
i ke, nost of the guys, they worked a couple years
and you go to Traffic or you do this, but they
don't keep you. Well, Dave never had a partner,
so we could never -- we could never -- | nean, he
shoul d have been witing stuff down |ike other
police constables do, but he never had a partner
to be accountable to, and | never knew what he
ever did.

NARBONNE: Ckay.

BATES: And he was just down there. And all | know, as he
can tell you, all he did was hang around W SH al
the time at five o' clock in the norning, and then

you try to ask sonething about, "Ch, yeah, Dave,
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you talk to Dave." But he was |ike one man that
never wote anything down. If you can find any
m ssing wonen's reports that he's got his nanme to
or if he nade any reports at all. | nean, he had
those little books that you get, you wite them
down.

NARBONNE: The police not ebook?

BATES: The police notebooks. He done one in seven years.

NARBONNE: Did you know that at the tine?

BATES: MNo, we didn't. W thought everybody -- | nean, if
you tal ked to sonebody, you talked to a police
constable, they'd bring out their little thing,
okay, just wite it down, because you can use this
in court. | nmean, so you jog your nenory. You're
allowed to use whatever you wite in court. Well,
Dave never ever wote anything dowmn. One tine |
stopped himand | says, "Look, Elsie Jones
Sebastian, I'"'mjust trying to find her." At that
time | didn't know she was even m ssing. He says,

"Ch, yeah, | know her. Yeah. GCkay. Wll, that's

good." He never wote it down. Every tine |
talked to himhe never wote -- | don't think he
even owns a pencil or a pen. | mean, | never seen

himwite down not hing.

NARBONNE: So would it have been the natural thing, though,
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MR. BATES:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

at the tine to go to -- is Dave D ckson -- what

was his rank; do you know?

He was just a corporal.

M5. NARBONNE:

MR. BATES:

kay. Would it have been the natural thing to

go to Corporal Dickson and --

Well, see, he was sort of like -- he was all over
the kind of -- | don't know who he was responsible
to. Wwoever is in charge of -- that's District 2

M5. NARBONNE:

MR. JOHNS:

down there, the Native Liaison, but | don't know
who was responsible for him | nean, he was

just -- he was nore of a political guy. | nean,
he shoul d have been wal ki ng around in a Sal vation
Arny uniforminstead of a police officer because
you could talk to him but it wasn't |ike you were
talking to a real cop.

Vell, let nme ask you, Detective Johns, is Dave
D ckson the person that you should go to at this
time if you think someone's m ssing?

worked with Dave for a year and a half, and Dave
knew a | ot of people down there, an awful |ot of
peopl e, and when | worked with Dave | did the
enforcenent part of policing, you know, did the
arrests and things, and Dave had -- he visited
famlies, he did -- he would get -- talk to the

girls and things, and we were supposed to be
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

wal ki ng the beat, but, you know, nost of the girls
had their area in | anes and things, so we spent
tinme in there, and Dave was actually the one that
started getting nme interested in the Native
Society. He introduced nme to Freda. He
introduced ne to a few people.

NARBONNE: Was his role -- his role was clearly different
fromthe role that you two detectives had on the
unit, right? He wasn't on the Native Liaison
Unit, or was he?

JOHNS: No, Dave was at one tine.

NARBONNE: Ckay. But at the tinme when the two of you were?

JOHNS: No, and | think that he would be better to explain
what his role was.

NARBONNE: |'mjust trying to figure out if | think
soneone's mssing who do I -- who am | supposed to
call? |Is talking to Dave the right thing to do?

JOHNS: It wouldn't be a wong thing.

NARBONNE: (Ckay. And do you agree with that?

LAWBON: | do agree. And Constable D ckson was -- had his
own office on Hastings. |'mnot exactly sure what
t he address was, but he was working out of the
safety office.

JOHNS:  Yeah.

LAWSON: He was a safety --
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NARBONNE:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

So Ms. Ens goes to Dave Dickson and says, "Have
you seen Mary? |I'mworried about her. She's
m ssing." Do you know, either of you know as

police officers what's supposed to happen with
that information? Wat's D ckson supposed to do

with that, Constable D ckson?

JOANS:  well, | know what | woul d do.

NARBONNE: What woul d you do?

JOHNS: If it was a report, |I'd do a report.

NARBONNE: Ckay.

JOHNS: And you get an incident nunber, and you fill out
your report.

NARBONNE: And woul d you do the sane thing, Detective
Lawson?

LAWBON: That was the formality for taking a m ssing
person, was to fill out a report for it.

NARBONNE: Ckay. So, Ms. Ens, when you first spoke to
Const abl e D ckson, did you at that point -- and
we're tal king about Mary. From your perspective
were you doing a m ssing persons report or were
you at this point just saying, hey, has anyone
seen her?

ENS: Well, at that tine | wasn't aware of any really

mssing mssing. It was just a matter of, "Have

you seen Mary? She hasn't shown up. Mary hasn't
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M5. NARBONNE:

M5. ENS: Wl

M5. NARBONNE:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

called. She hasn't cone to the office. It's not
like Mary. There's sonething wong. So -- and
can you talk to other officers out there to see if
they could keep an eye out for Mary?" And because
she had been doing so good for so long, and for

her to have just kind of dropped out of sight and

not call us -- | nean, sonetines if people rel apse
and that they will go -- you know, because they're
ashamed or enbarrassed or whatever, they will, but

not for that length of tine.

When did she becone m ssing from your
perspective beyond I can't find her, but when you
did you say this wonen's m ssing, sonething's
wWrong?

I, I -- 1 tried to have Mary listed as mssing a
few times and got nowhere wth Sandy Caneron, so
then after | talked to | believe it was Jim

Stei nbeck and told himthe problens | was having,

that | didn't want to deal with this wonman any

nmore -- at that tinme | thought she was also a
police officer because of the way she -- she spoke
and that, |like, you know --

Tell us what you nean, because |'ve seen that

t hrough the material, but | don't know why.

M5. ENS: It was just the way she -- "Well, we'll get on that,
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

we'll investigate that."

BATES: It's her constabl es.

NARBONNE:

Ckay.

BATES: W'll tell -- like she's in charge of M ssing

NARBONNE:

ENS: No.
NARBONNE:
ENS: No.

Persons, but it's |like her agenda is, "Wen I
decide we're going to do sonething about it,"
because she'd say, "Well, who are we going to put
onit?" | nean, there should have been a m ssing
persons report and put up to sonebody in charge of
M ssing Persons and then you find out is this
person actually mssing. | nmean, to cone in --
that lady that cane in and finally asked ne, "My
boyfriend, |'ve been trying to get himlisted as
m ssing for two weeks now," | nake one phone cal
to Ed Tenpest, "Ch, he's dead."” So that whole
chain, how do you get -- you can't get it past
Sandy Caner on.

Now, after the letter is witten, Ms. Ens, and
then there's a sort of a followup, did things

change? D d things inprove? Dd they start

taki ng --

No?

And that's why, like -- but then | believe at
that tine -- you have to understand we're only a
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

smal |l office, and there's five of us, right.

NARBONNE: | know.

ENS: W have nurder trials. W have, you know, different
things that we're supporting victins through and
different things. W've all got different case
| oads and that. There isn't a |ot about m ssing
persons and that right at that tine, so -- and |
think at that tinme they even felt that the
m ssings had stopped or sonething. So we're just
doing our work, and it isn't until, |ike, the

newspaper articles start comng and then the --

BATES: It wasn't our job to go and | ook for these people.
NARBONNE: | know t hat .

BATES: Ckay.

NARBONNE: |'mreally specifically focusing on -- ny

guestion is did things inprove with Ms. Canmeron
after you conpl ai ned?

BATES: No.

NARBONNE: Ckay.

BATES: | think it got worse.

NARBONNE: Real |y?

BATES: Yeah.

NARBONNE:  How?

BATES: Well, just like | explained to you, we're trying to

make -- to have these wonen |isted as m ssing, and
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

we're getting stopped right there. Ckay. Like,
behind a beer at the Sunrise. Wll, anyway, when
we did -- finally found that little girl, Ada
Prevost, | nmean, by that time we couldn't get -- |
mean, it was really -- it was really -- getting up
to Mssing Persons through her got really even
worse, and then finally when they did find Ada,
she -- Sandy Caneron cane down and says -- threw
t he docunent down in front to a girl and she says,
"Tell Morris we found one of his whores." Well,
that was the attitude, that why did we waste the
police departnent's tine and resources, we just
found one of your whores, she was down -- and,

l'i ke, |eave us al one.

And then the biggest thing about it is that
we couldn't put out any m ssing posters or
anyt hi ng because the police departnment woul dn't
put anything mssing, and their rhynme and reason
was that, okay, well, if you put her out as
m ssing and it says on there that, okay, she was
known to frequent the Downtown Eastsi de,
prostitute, drug user, addict, whatever like this,
and they would say, well, no, no, she probably
noved up to Nelson, BC, and she's married a

doctor, and we can't have a poster going up and
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M5. NARBONNE:

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

sayi ng, "Hey, Mommy, |ook" -- she's now -- three
years we haven't found her. Gay. And then al

at once, "Look, Mommy, they said that you used to
be a prostitute here.™

| under st and.

MR. BATES: And so we can't have posters going all over the

M5. NARBONNE:

pl ace for m ssing people when they've all married
M. R ght and won the lottery ticket and al
living happily in Honolulu. That was their
attitude down there. You can't get it past up
there. They wouldn't even put a poster for you.
You can't get themlisted. That's where it
st opped.

Ckay. And who's "they"? Wo said you can't do

t hat ?

MR. BATES: You can't get one fromthe police. You can't go

M5. NARBONNE:

make up that stuff. |It's got to cone from M ssing
Persons. There's got to be a case -- got to be a
police filel/case nunber on it, and sonebody's got
to say that we're going to look for this. There's
got to be sonebody working that says, "W'd |like
to find this person,” you know.

Now, after the letter is witten by Ms. Ens and
then there's that response January 9th, 1998, from

Sergeant Cooper to I nspector Biddl econbe, and
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MR.

F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

that's been referred to already, Detective Lawson
and Johns, did either of you ever see that neno
before getting involved in this case?

LAWBON: | didn't.

JOHNS: No.

NARBONNE: Ckay. D d anyone ever talk to the two -- the
two of you are there trying to liaise with people,
right? Is that fair to say? Like, to work with
that community?

LAWBON:  Yes.

JOHNS: That's correct.

NARBONNE: And | can tell fromthe nunber of agencies you
were neeting with you were pretty busy, right?

JOHNS: That's correct.

NARBONNE: Did anyone ever at any point sit down and talk
to you about maybe because you're in this
community and this community's conpl ai ni ng that
there's sone racist attitudes toward them "Can
you guys look into this or can you guys help
snooth the waters"? D d anyone talk to you about
it in any way?

LAWSON: In talking to sone of the wonen's groups, that's
one of the reasons why we went to liaise with the
groups, was to provide an opportunity for themto

cone to our office and talk with us --
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

NARBONNE:  Ri ght .

LAWBON: -- and try to build those bridges and have sone
positive contact, but as far as soneone com ng
al ong and saying that, you know, that sonebody's
bei ng racist toward them no.

NARBONNE: But the police departnent wote a nmeno saying,
whether or not it's true, we acknow edge that
peopl e are conpl aining about this, right? The
police departnment know what you're doing. You're
part of VPD, right?

JOHNS: That's correct.

LAWSON: A very small part, but we are a part of it.

NARBONNE: A very snall part. But they never bothered --
t he police departnent never bothered to cone and
talk to you and say, "Can you help sort this out"?

LAWSON:  No.

BATES: That's Cooper's job.

NARBONNE: Do you think that could have been hel pful, or
not ?

JOHNS: O course it would have been hel pful, yes.

LAWSON: | think for themto tell us about sonething that
we're already doing, right, so | don't know
whet her they thought that was inportant enough to
approach us with, being that our nandate was to be

out their building bridges in that community,
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F. Ens, N Bates, C. Lawson,
J. Johns (for the Conm ssion)
Cross-examr by Ms. Narbonne

i nproving rel ationshi ps.

M5. NARBONNE: Sounds |ike the bridge was out here, but they
didn't ask you to go take a look at it?

MR. LAWSON: No.

THE COW SSIONER: | think we'll stop there until tonorrow
nmorning. | want to thank all of you for com ng.

THE REGQ STRAR:  This hearing is adjourned until 9:30 tonorrow
nor ni ng.

( PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED AT 4:02 P. V.)

| hereby certify the foregoing to
be a true and accurate transcript
of the proceedings transcribed to

the best of ny skill and ability.

Leanna Smth

O ficial Reporter
UNI TED REPORTI NG SERVI CE LTD.
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